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Information on the subjects named in the notice on the 
cover will be found in the following Board of Trade 
publications, obtainable in London upon application to 
Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street,S.W.; in Edinburgh 
to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, at the prices named, 
Viz. :— 

1 “Board of Trade Journal,” 3rd September, 1903, 

pp. 448-61, at 1d. 
2 ) Statistical Abstract for the ( pp. 28/29 
3 United. Kingdom, 50th) p. 12 
4 number (Cd. 1,727), at) pp. 162/177 
An lc ial ...\ pp. 55/155. 
(Return of United Kingdom imports and exports by 
groups of countries (214) at 4d. 
Exports to Foreign Countries of Woollens, Cottons 
) and Cutlery (327) at 3d. 
Annual Statement of Trade, 1902. 
Vol. I. (Cd. 1,582) at 6s. ld. ... pp. 182 et seq. 
Annual Statement of ‘Trade, 1902. 
| Vol. II. (Cd. 1,617) at 5s. ... ... pp. 177/455 
gone Abstract of Labour pares: pp. 176/182 
{ 9th No. (Cd. 1,755) at 1s... pp. 34/72 
Food Supplies (Imported) Return (179) at 44d. 
Colonial Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,811) 2s. 
British Colonies (Duties on Imports), No. 299, at 2d. 
Canada (Preferential Tariff for goods from the 
United Kingdom), No. 310, at 4d. 

(Statistical Abstract for the Colonial 

and other Possessions of the United 

12; Kingdom, 39th No. (Cd. 1,825) 1s. 7d. pp. 34/205 
Trade of British Possessions. Statement 

. during the year 1901 (Cd. 1,638) at 1d. 
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19 § Trade (Colonies & the United Kingdom), No. 262, 2d. 
Trade (Colonies and Foreign Countries) No. 322, 2d. 

13 Foreign Import Duties Return (Cd. 1,735) at 1s. 11d. 

14 Statistical Abstract for the principal 
and other foreign countries, 29th 
number (Cd. 1,796) at 1s. 6d. ... pp. 44/217 

15 Abstract of Foreign Labour Statistics 
(Cd. 720) at 1s. 44d. ... we ... pp. 1/161 

16 ‘Trade between the United Kingdom, Canada and 
Germany (328) at 4d. 

17 Memorandum on the comparative Statistics of 
Population, Industry, and Commerce in the 
United Kingdom and some leading foreign 
countries (Cd. 1,199) at 523d. 

18 British and Foreign trade and industry. Memoranda, 
statistical tables and charts (Cd. 1,761) at 3s. 6d. 

19 Naval Expenditure and Mercantile Marine (Great 

Britain, &c.) (284) at 1d. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: ADMIRALTY. 


Fenders will be received until 12 noon on Tuesday, the 15th March, 
ditties tr for manufactured wood goods; carpenters’ and 
ma se joiners’ work ; hides, leather and leather goods ; 

vy: soft soap; tallow, white; candles; and hard soap. 

Samples of hose strips, candles, hard and soft soap, and tallow 
to be sent to the Admiralty Pattern Rooms by the dates named in 
the respective forms of tender. | 

Patterns of manufactured wood goods, carpenters’ and joiners’ 
work, hides and leather goods may be seen at the Admiralty 
Pattern Rooms, 72, Great Queen Street, Lincoln’s Inn, W.C., and 
patterns of light leather goods only at the Chamber of Commerce, 
Leeds, and of heavy leather goods only at the Chamber of 
Commerce, Warrington, on application to the Secretary. 

Forms of tender, containing conditions of contract and all 
particulars, may be obtained on personal application at the 
Contract Department, Admiralty, or by letter addressed “ Director 
of Navy Contracts, Admiralty, London, 8. W.” 
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BRITISH INDIA. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: INDIA OFFICE. 


The Secretary of State for India in Council is prepared to receive 
tenders from such persons as may be willing 
Spans. to supply 10, 20, and 40 feet spans. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained 
on application to the Director-General . of Stores, India Office, 
Whitehall, S.W., and tenders are to be delivered at that office 
by 2:p.m. on Tuesday, the 8th March, 1904, after which time no 
tender will be received. 


The Directors of the Great Indian Peninsula Railway Company are 
prepared to receive tenders for the supply of 
Railway Stores. the following stores, namely :— 

Locomotive turntables; wheels and axles; 
bearing springs; spiral and volute springs; gauge glasses; 
galvanised wrought iron or steel water tubes and steam pipes ; 
copper plates and rods; canvas; mild steel firehole shield plates ; 
and Staffordshire iron. 

Specifications and forms of tender may be obtained at the 
Company’s Offices, 48, Copthall Avenue, E.C., on payment of the 
fee for the specification, which payment will not be returned. 

Tenders must be delivered in sealed envelopes, addressed to 
the Secretary, marked ‘‘ Tender for Locomotive Turntables,” or as 
the case may be, not later than 11 a.m. on Thursday, the 10th 
March. 

The Directors do not bind themselves to accept the lowest or 
any tender. 





CANADA. 


The following were among the recent enquiries relating to Canadian 

Bnauiries relating trade received at the Canadian Government 

to Canadian Trade Offices, Victoria Street, 8.W., where further 
* information may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries—A produce broker in London is desirous of 
taking up the sale of Canadian wheat on commission, as well as 
other grain, canned fruit, and fish. 

A London firm of general merchants and commission agents are 
desirous of obtaining consignments of fruit from Canadian sources. 

Enquiry is made respecting shipments of concentrated apple 
juice which have been coming to the English market from Canada. 
w¥A timber merchant in London has asked to be placed in 
communication with Canadian manufacturers of blind laths. . 

A firm of sauce, ketchup, essence, and vinegar manufacturers 
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are anxious to appoint representatives in one or two of the largest 
trade centres in Canada. 

A commission agent in the north of Ireland is seeking the 
agencies for Canadian shippers of canned fruits, meats, condensed 
milk, cheese, and canned fish. 

Canadian Enquiry.—A Canadian shipper of common and culled 
apples such as are used for cider purposes, is shortly visiting the 
United Kingdom, and desires to get into communication with 
importers with whom to establish business relations. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
Victoria Street, S.W. 





CAPE COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received from Mr. E. J. Cattell, corre- 
spondent at Cape Town of the Commercial 


A - BP A Intelligence Branch, particulars of tenders which 
‘ pont yi Pe have been invited by the Cape Government for 
, &e. 


the supply of certain specified articles (includ- 
ing various kinds of provisions, candles, matches, soap, tea, sugar, 
tobacco, &c.), for the use of gaols, lock-ups, hospitals, &c., in the 
Colony for a period of one year. 

Tenders will be received up to noon on Friday, Ist April next. 
Conditions of tender as published in the ‘“‘ Cape of Good Hope 
Government Gazette” may be seen and a limited number of 
forms of tender obtained, on application at. the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W. 


The ‘“ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 5th February 
— contains an announcement that tenders will be 
_ = received at the Office of the Controller and 


Convict Station. Auditor-General, Cape Town, until 12 noon, on 
the 18th April next, for the supply to the Tokai Convict Station, 
&c., of certain articles enumerated (including various kinds of pro- 
visions, candles, leather, paraffin oil, soap, matches, sugar, &c.) for 
the 12 morths ending 30th June, 1905. 

Forms of tender may be obtained on application to the Colonial 
Secretary’s Office, Convict Branch, Parliament Street, Cape Town. 


The “ Gazette” containing the general conditions and a copy of 
the form of tender, may be seen by persons interested on application 
to the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 19 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 
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GERMANY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Consul at Stettin, a notification to 
Oil. the effect that the supply of 4,229,000 kilos. 
of oil for gas production for the ‘‘ Koniglichen 
Hisenbahndirektionen” at Berlin, Bromberg, Danzig, Halle 
a.S., Konigsberg iPr., Magdeburg and Stettin, is to be 
publicly tendered for in nine lots. Sealed tenders, postage paid, 
bearing the inscription “ Angebot auf die, Lieferung von Oel zur 
Gasbereitung,” addressed to ‘‘ Rechnungsbureau, Berlin, W. 35 
Schoneberger Ufer 1-4,” must be delivered before 1 p.m. 5th 
March, 1904. Forms for tendering and conditions of contract 
may be obtained at the above address, Zentralbureau, Zimmer 420, 
on payment of 1s. (not in stamps), or may be examined there. 
Tenders are to hold good until 3lst March, 1904. 





BELGIUM. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Woatine and from H.M. Consul-General at Antwerp, par- 
mene So ticulars of two tenders invited by the town of 
A t 5 Liége for the heating and ventilation of an 
—— infants’ school and asylum, as follows :— 


1. For the heating and ventilation of an infants’ school and 
asylum and library, comprising, principally— 

(a) The supply and installation of three boilers and all acces- 
sories. 

(6) The supply and installation of pipes, conduits, taps, radiators, 
&e. 

(c) The brickwork necessary for the boilers, &c. 

(2) The piercing of walls, ceilings, and floors for the placing of 
pipes, registers, &c., with all necessary repairs. 

(¢) Register for inlet of fresh air and outlet of vitiated air. 


(f) Ventilating apparatus. 
(g) The supply and applying of calorifuge to the underground 
steam-pipes and to the tops of boilers. 


2. For the heating and ventilation of an infants’ school and 
asylum, the same as for (1), but with only one boiler. 

In each case a guarantee of 10 per cent. of the total cost will be 
demanded. Conditions and forms of contract and plans of build- 
ings may be obtained from Mr. I. Rigo, Secrétaire Communal, 
Liége, for 4°20 francs (3s. 5d.) each. 

Tenders will be adjudicated on the 22nd March. 
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PORTUGAL. 


The ‘Diario do Governo” of the 22nd February contains a notice 
calling for tenders, which will be opened at 

Supp ly of 1 p.m. on the 24th May next, in the Directorate 
Automobiles. of the Caminhos de Ferro Uitramarinos, for the 
exclusive concession during 15 years, for running automobiles 
for the transport of persons and merchandise from Mossamedes to 
Jhibia. The tenderers must be Portuguese citizens or companies. 


The “ Diario” containing the above may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial “Intelligence Branch of the. Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 


PORTUGUESE INDIA. 


According to “ Indian Engineering ” of 6th February, the autho- 

Irrigation Works rities in Portugal have awakened to the necessity 

J for Goa. of introducing irrigation works in the colony 

of Goa, and thus utilising the waters from the 

hills, which now run into the sea, and which, if properly husbanded, 

will be the means of yielding two crops of rice on lands now 

yielding only one crop. An eminent Engineer has recently arrived 

from Lisbon, and has been especially “deputed as Inspector of 

Public Works in all the Portuguese Colonies. He has already 
commenced his work. 





eee 





SPAIN. 

The “‘ Gaceta de Madrid” of the 26th February contains a Royal 

Telephone Instal- Order requiring that the calls for tenders for the 

ote establishment of telephone systems in El Es- 

; corial (see “ Board of Trade Journal,” 13th 

August, p. 294), and Palamds (see ‘ Board of Trade Journal,” 20th 

August, 1903, p. 341), which were suspended by the Royal Order 

of 9th September last, shall now be renewed at the earliest date 
possible. 


The same ‘‘Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
Tramway Plant will be opened at 1 p.m. on 4th April next in 
Be the “ Alcaldia” of the Municipality of Malaga, 

and Rolling f . Teg ae k 
Stock. or a concession to establish and work a tram- 
way by animal power from the Plaza de Riego 
of that city to Calle de Torrijos. The competition will turn first 
on the reduction from the freight and passage rates stated, and 
secondly on the reduction from the number of years of the con- 
cession. It is noted that an application for this has already been 
made by the tramway company of Malaga, who at the same rates 

have certain preferential rights. 

A provisional deposit of 8,816 pesetas (or about 2511.) is required 
to qualify any tender. 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The same ‘“‘ Gaceta ” contains a notice of a statement of conditions 
for contracting for the supply of electric light 
Electric Lighting. to the town of Talavera de la Reina, but there 
is not yet any announcement of call for tenders. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid,” of 27th February, contains a Royal 
Order authorising the Ministry of Agriculture 
Buoys. &e., and Public Works to carry out, without the 
formality of calling for tenders, the works, 

service and upkeep of buoying the bars in province of Huelva. 


The same “ Gaceta” contains a notice calling for tenders, which 
will be opened at 3 p.m. 30 days from the 

Metal Material. publication of the announcement, in the office of 

the Works Committee of the port of Almeria, 
for the supply of metal material for the frames and uprights of 
the sheds which are to be built on the wharf on the east side of 
the port named. A provisional deposit of 5,463 pesetas (or about 
155/.) is required to qualify any tender. 

The ‘ Gacetas” containing the above notices may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours 
of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





ITALY—SICILY. 


Referring to the notice on pp. 346-7 of last week’s issue of the 
sitiietiia aha “Board of Trade Journal” respecting the 

g Pity oa Mill supply of a steam flour mill and bakery to the 
Municipality of Palermo, a despatch has been 

and Bakery. received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Consul at Palermo reporting that tenders have been received from 
Great Britain, France, Austria, Germany, Belgium, Switzerland, 
and the United States. Amongst these were 11 British tenders. 
An Ipswich firm sent a representative, who’ produced the most 
elaborate and finest plans received. These had been prepared in 
Italian. The representative spoke French. The Consul adds that 
any project received before a decision is arrived at will be con- 
sidered. 

It is understood that the plans sent in will be studied, and final 
specifications will then be drawn up embodying the best elements 
from all. It should be the aim of those who are able to produce 
the required plant to secure the opportunity of tendering for the 
furnishing of the plant according to these specifications. 
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ITALY—SICILY—continued. 


A despatch has been received from H.M. Consul at Palermo, 
hie notifying that the Municipality of the city of 
emieiiiin Palermo, to which all communications should 
. be addressed, invites tenders for certain cement 
pavements of footpaths in the city, the work of which is divided 
into the six following sections, viz. :— 
Ist Section: 28,278°68 sq. metres for 83,820 lire. 


gnd ,, 29,863°93__e,, , 85,275 ,, 
Srd ig, ~=—Ss27,750°36 so, , 80,805 ,, 
4th ,, 28,690 c , 86,080. ,, 
Sth .,, 2498244 ,. , 71,160 ,, 
6th =, —-27,806-75__s_,, , 81,010 ,, 


The work is to be executed within a period of five years after it 
has been assigned to the tenderer whose terms are accepted. The 
payments will be made in ten annual instalments. The opening 
of the sealed tenders will take place before the Officiating Sindic 
on 16th March. 

Full particulars can be obtained from the Signor Segretario 
Generale del Cabinetto del l’Onorevole Pro Sindaco, Palazzo de 
Citta, Palermo. 

It should be noted that the rate of exchange, owing to the 
Russo-Japanese War, is just now constantly fluctuating. 


OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 


According to the “Journal de la Chambre de’ Commerce de 
Constantinople” of the 13th February, there 





en. will shortly be an opening for agricultural 
sichinery machinery in Turkey. The Turkish Govern- 


ment have decided to allocate an annual grant 
of LT 3,000 (2,700/. sterling) for the encouragement of agriculture 
in the districts of Samsoun, Angora, Sivas and Konia. Half this 
sum will be devoted to the purchase of seeds, the remainder to 
agricultural machinery. 

Turkish agriculturists, it is said, are gradually awakening to 
the fact that modern methods of agriculture are essential to 
successful competition with foreign producers, so that, with pre- 
liminary aid from the Turkish Government, the demand for up- 
to-date machinery should develop in the Ottoman Empire. 


The French “‘ Moniteur Officiel du Commerce” of 25th February, 
states that the Administration of the Province 
Tramwey , ; 8 

of Van (Turkey-in-Asia) are at present con- 

Material. “See: 
sidering the question of constructing a narrow 
gauge tramway line (animal traction) to connect the “suburb of 
Aykestan, where the leading merchants live, with the town proper, 
which contains the public offices and bazaars. 
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PERSIA. 


The same issue of the “ Moniteur” states that 10,000 kilogs. 

of salts of quinine are consumed annually in 

Drugs, &c. Persia. Compressed drugs, pills, and tabloids are 

imported chiefly from the United Kingdom. 

‘Tae demand for salts of mercury and medicated wines is very 
great in that country. 








MEXICO. 


‘The “* Diario Oficial ’ of Mexico of 6th February contains copies 
of the following contracts for railway construc- 
tion made by the State, viz. :— 
With the representative of the railway from 
Merida to Peto, amending the contract of 15th October, 1902, and 
obliging the said company to construct not less than 8 kiloms. a 
vear of the branch from Hunabchen to Teabo. 

With the representative of the Central Mexican Railway, 
amending the contract of the 12th of March, 1901, by prolonging 
for a year from the 3lst January last, the time within which the 
company has to notify the Government if it makes use of the right 
given by Article 3 to prolong the line from Ciudad de Rio Verde 
to San Bartolo as far as the town of San Ciro, and to construct 
the line and branches that may be necessary to connect the said 
line with the mineral districts and principal towns in the district 


of Rio Verde. 


The ‘“ Diario” containing the above notice may be seen by 
those interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 





Railway 
Construction. 











CHILE. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from the 
Acting British Consul-General at Valparaiso, 


neeeimamniite - relating to proposed improvements at that 
. port. 
Vergennes. The Chilean Privy Council, on the 14th 


January, approved of a project being submitted to Congress. 
authorising the [resident to invite tenders for the work of 
improving the Port of Valparaiso according to Mr. Jacob Kraus’ 
scheme. 

The cost of this undertaking, which includes the construction of 
several docks and an embankment in front of the city, is calculated 


at 2,392,511. 
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An illustrated work (in Spanish), entitled ‘The Port of Val- 
paraiso and its Works of Improvement,” is enclosed with the 
despatch. This volume, which contains a copy of Mr. Kraus’ 
project, and deals minutely with every detail of the engineering 
work, may be seen by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





PERU. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
from H.M. Minister at Lima, copy and transla- 


I se a tion of a Law regulating the tenders to be 
Workin “an offered to the Peruvian Government, within 120 


days from the 14th January, for the construc- 
tion and working of the projected railway between Lima and 
Pisco. 

The maximum capital necessary to carry out the work is 
estimated at 500,000/.. on which the Peruvian Government 
guarantees interest at the rate of 7 per cent. per annum to the 
contractor, during 25 years from the day that the principal line is 
handed over to public traffic. 

To guarantee the execution of the contract, the sum of ten 
thousand pounds, Peruvian,* or its equivalent in bonds, must be 
deposited before signing the deed, and no tender will be accepted 
unless it is accompanied by a receipt that 10 per cent. of 
this amount has been deposited. 

Tenders must be limited to accepting the basis as fixed in the 
articles of the Law, the competition being founded on the least 
amount of capital to be guaranteed. 

A translation of the Law, which contains 39 sections, may be 
seen by those interested on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 


S.W. 


‘El Peruano” (the “ Diario Oficial” of Peru) of 12th January 
Railwa contains a copy of a report of the “ Comision 
rae Principal de Hacienda” on the Bill for the 
construction of railways in the Republic, for 
which purpose the Government propose to allocate the sum of 
100,000/. annually, to be supplied from the proceeds of the tobacco 
consumption tax. 
The Government recommends three lines to preferential con- 


—~ 





* Peruvian pound = 10 sols. 1 sol. = 2s, 0,°;d. 
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sideration ; these, with their respective cost as estimated by the 
Commission, are as follows, viz. :-— 
Ist. From la Oroya to Juaja and Huancayo, £ 
140 kilos., 13,0000. per kilo. Tae Kw 420,000 
2nd. From the Oroya to Puerto Victoria 
(Masiseu), 350 kilos., 5,000/. per kilo. ... 1,750,000 
ord. From the Sicuanito El Cuzco, 140 kilos. 280,000 





Total bis it .» £2,450,000 





BRAZIL. 


With reference to the notices published on p. 83 of the ‘‘ Board of 
Trade Journal” of 7th January and in previous 
. issues, respecting tenders for concessions to 
work Monazite OO ; “eo 
Sands in Rio. work monazite sands in Brazil, the following 
telegram has been received at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade from H.M. Minister at 
Rio de Janeiro :-— 

“ Fresh tenders invited for working monazite sands in the State 
of Rio should be sent in by 14th March in closed envelope bearing 
revenue stamp of State. Locality where it is desired to commence 
work to be specified. _ Contract will be signed within thirty days of 
acceptance of tender, work to commence within two months after 
signature, percentage per ton to be paid to Government, thirty 
contos to be paid to Treasury before signature ; acceptance of this 
condition to be notified when tendering.” 


Concession to 





FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


H.M. Consul-General at Naples, in his recent report to the Foreign 
, ..- Office, remarks that the opening of the Italian 
a ee Exhibition in London in a next, under the 
’ auspices of the Italian Chamber of Commerce, 

has produced a stimulating effect on trade in Italy. The Chambers 
of Commerce in the principal Italian towns have all been officially 
notified, and such ‘of them as were not pledged to: support the 
St. Louis Exhibition are co-operating cordially in the movement. 
Many of the important and leading firms in Italy may be expected 
to take part in the exhibition. Italian wines are sure ae be largely 
represented. The great advance made by Italy in preserving 
fruits and vegetables will also be noted, the tomato preserve, which 
is now so largely exported to the United Kingdom, forming: a 
special feature. 
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OFFICERS DESIGNATED IN 
ANSWER COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES. 


Referring to the notice in the ‘ Board of Trade Journal” of 


31st July, 1902, pp. 201-2, the following is a complete list of 
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THE COLONIES TO 


officers designated up to the present in the Colonies to undertake 
the duties of receiving and answering commercial enquiries which 
may be addressed to them, either by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, or by merchants and British traders 
who may seek advice :—~ 


Bahamas ... 
Barbados... 


Basutoland 


Bechuanaland 
Protectorate 
Bermuda ... 


British Guiana 


British Honduras. ; 
British North Borneo 
Falkland Islands... 


Fiji 


Gambia 


Gibraltar | | 


Gold Coast 


Grenada ... 
Hong-Kong 
Jamaica ... 


Lagos 


Leeward Islands . 
Mauritius... 


Natal 


Now Heated 


Orange River Colony 
St. Lucia... 
St. Vincent 


Seychelles 


Sierra Leone 
Southern Nigeria... 


Straits Settlements 


Transvaal 


Trinidad ... 


Victoria ... 


Agents in the Colonies. 


The Colonial Secretary, Nassau. 
The Colonial Secretary, Bridgetown. 
The Government Secretary, Maseru. 


Mr. Vernon Eason, Francistown. 

The Colonial Secretary, Bermuda. 

The Controller of Customs, Georgetown. 
The Colonial Secretary, Belize. 


The Superintendent of Customs, Sandakan. 


The Colonial Secretary, Stanley. 

The Assistant Colonial Secretary, Suva. 
The Collector of Customs, Bathurst. 
The Colonial Secretary, Gibraltar. 
The Colonial Secretary, Accra. 

The Collector of Customs, Grenada. 
The Harbour Master, Hong-Kong. 
‘The Colonial Secretary, Kingston. 
The Colonial Secretary, Lagos. 

The Treasurer, Antigua. 

The Coliector of Customs, Port Louis. 
The Collector of Customs, Durban. 


The Secretary for Industries and Commerce, 


Wellington. 
The Collector of Customs, Bloemfontein. 
The Administrator, St. Lucia. 
The Supervisor of Customs, St. Vincent. 
The Administrator, Seychelles. 
The Colonial Secretary, Freetown. 


The Secretary to the Government, Old 


Calabar. 


The Registrar of Imports and Exports, 


Singapore. 


The Honourable R. H. Brand, Johannesburg. 


The Collector of Customs, Trinidad. 


The Secretary to the Premier of Victoria, 


Melbourne. 


In addition to the officers above-named, correspondents have 
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Officers Designated in the Colonies to answer Commercial Enquiries. 








been appointed in South Africa, as noted on p. 296 of “ Board 
of Trade Journal” of 12th November last. 
Enquiries in Cape Colony may be directed to the following :— 


Cape Town ... Mr. E. J. Cattell, Secretary Chamber of 
Commerce. 
Port Elizabeth ... Mr. H. I. Rowbotham. 


It is suggested that, in all cases, commercial enquiries should go 
through the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, London, S.W., as the information 
required may sometimes be already available at that Branch. 





OFFICERS DESIGNATED IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES TO 
ANSWER COMMERCIAL ENQUIRIES. 


The following is a list of Commercial Attachés and Commercial 
Agents abroad, appointed by H.M. Government :— 


COMMERCIAL ATTACHES— 
Sir Henry Austin Lee, K.C.M.G.,C.B. British Embassy, Paris (a). 


William Shaw Harriss-Gastrell ‘i Berlin (6). 

Herbert William Broadley Harrison * Madrid (c). 

Ernest Weakley ,, Constantinople (d). 

Andrew Percy Bennett Vienna (e). 

James William Jamieson c/o British Consulate-General, Shanghai (/). 
ConsuLS— 


A list is printed quarterly, copies of which may be obtained by 
British traders on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. 


COMMERCIAL AGENTS-—— 
Henry Arthur Cooke ... 17, Malaia Dimitrovka, Moscow. 


John C. Milligan ... Care of British Consulate-General, Zurich. 
E. Seymour Bell ... 196, La Salle Street, Chicago. 
E. H. Melville . Care of British Legation, Guatemala. 


The Board of Trade accion to suggest that British manufacturers 
and traders who wish to obtain any special information relating to 
trade in foreign countries, should, before addressing His Majesty’s 
Commercial Attachés, Consular Officers, or Commercial Agents, 
make enquiry at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W. 

By taking this course much delay will be avoided in cases in 
which the Intelligence Branch is already in possession of the 
required information, while in other cases steps will at once be 
taken to forward the questions to the proper quarter. 

(a) For France and Belgium. (+) For Germany, Denmark, Holland, Sweden and 


Norway. (¢) For Spain and Portugal. (d) For European and Asiatic Turkey 
and Bulgaria. (e) For Austria-Hungary, Italy and Greece. (/) For China. 
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IMPORT TRADE OF THE TRANSVAAL (ELEVEN Monrss). 


The following table, showing the value of the principal and 
other articles imported into and exported from the Transvaal in 
the eleven months ended November, 1903, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1902, has been compiled from official 
figures published in the “Transvaal Government Gazette” of 


29th January :— 
Imports. 
Eleven | ae 
Articles. months ended|months ended 
Nov., 1902. | Nov., 1903. 





ni, al ti i 


Metals and manufactures of (includes agricultural 
implements, bicycles, hardware, iren and steel 
manufactures, cutlery, machinery, wire rope, Fe.)... | 2,082,000 3,495,000 

Apparel, haberdashery, &c. (includes hats) w.| 1,723,000 2,336,000 

Provisions, exclusive of corn and dairy products 
(includes coffee, chicory, biscuits, meats, Fresh and 
preserved, fish, fresh’ and preserved, jams, sugar, 
tea, vegetables, fruits, condiments, salt, 5c.) .. | 1,470,000 2,325,000 


£ £ 


Wood and manufactures (includes fur niture) «. 200 558,000* | 1,532,000 
Corn and grain (includes flour, meal and rice) $3 713,000 1,460,000 
Leather and manufactures (includes saddlery and 

boots and shoes) .. 521,000 693,000 


Dairy products (ineludes butter and butterine, ¢ 498, 





cheese, preserved milk, Se. ) ” 451,000 653,000 
Beverages (includes ale, spirits, wine “and mineral 
waters) one 4 451,000 593,000 
Live animals ; 219,000 548,000 
Drugs and chemicals 366,000 473,000 
Groceries and oilmen’s stores (includes o oils and paints) 277,000 367,000 
Stationery and paper (includes books) . 180,000 335,000 
Vehicles (other than bicycles) 144,000 306,000 
Cotton manufactures 253,000 294,000 
Woollen manufactures 195,000 235,000 
Soap and candles ... - 163,000 232,000 
Tobacco, raw and manufactured. (includes c igars and 
arettes) , 150,000 191,000 
Jewellery and plated ware (inel udes clocks and 
watches) .. bap ost Seq ong nb = 177,000 195,000 
Arms and ammunition i ies iis bes 10,000 109,000 
Cocoa, chocolate, and 1 confectionery oe sei : 80,000 91,000 
Carpets _ ie ile wie dus = 7 82,000 
Tramway material. bn son tps ies 30,000 76,000 
Electric cable wire and fittings os sili 7 ong 41,000 60,000 
Toys and sporting goods .. the ve ‘9 Si 44,000 50,000 
Tobacconist ware ... on ove e60 _ 41,000 31,000 


Other articles of merchandise... ove ose ain 650,000 1,161,000 
Total... bie ied bas ob £ | 10,989,000 | 17,923,000 














* Included carpets in 1902. 7 Included with furniture prior to 1903. 


Of the total value of merchandise imported into the Transvaal 
during the first eleven months of 1903, 7,121,000/. worth were sent 
vid Cape Colony, 7,746,0001. worth vid Natal, and 3,056,000/. 
worth vid Delagoa Bay. 

NotEe.—The above figures do not include free importations for 
the South African Garrison Institute and Officers’ Messes, Burgher 
Relief Committee, Repatriation Department, Local Government or 
Military Stores, or Railway Material: imported:as “ Public Stores.” 
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TEXTILE TRADE OF EGYPT. 

The report on the trade of Egypt for the years 1887-1902 by 
Mr. Horace Rumbold, Second Secretary in H.M. Diplomatic 
Service at Cairo, contains a set of tables showing the average 
annual values of the imports into that country during quinquennial 
periods from 1887, and for the year 1902, distinguishing those 
from the United Kingdom, British Possessions, and the principal 
European countries. The tables comprise the 14 different 
categories into which the import trade of Egypt is divided, and 
should prove invaluable for purposes of reference. With regard 
to the textile trade, Mr. Rumbold writes :— 

“The increase in the imports of textiles is most marked, and 
is a certain indication of an advance in the prosperity of the 
fellaheen. If the average of the total import during the period 
1887-91 be compared with the figure for 1902, it will be seen that 
there is an increase of over £E 1,800,000 in the value of textiles 
imported into Egypt. The relation of the British share to the 
total has varied very little during the 16 years, and, if taken 
with the import from British India, constitutes two-thirds of the 
total trade under this head. If the figures are considered in 
hundreds of thousands of Egyptian lbs., the ratio of 17 to 27 for 
the period 1887-91 is slightly higher than of 28 to 45 in 1902. 
India supplies almost all the sacks. -An examination of the table 
which follows shows that Germany and Italy have developed their 
trade very materially, the competition of the latter country, in the 
supply of silk and cotton tissues, becoming very active. There 
was a considerable rise in the price of cotton tissues in 1902.” 

“The wants of the population of this country, in the immediate 
and even fairly distant future, are not difficult to forecast. As the 
standard of comfort rises, an increased import of textiles will follow, 
and British manufacturers will have to watch Italian competition.” 

The following table shows the average annual value of imports of 
textiles from the United Kingdom, British Possessions, and the 
principal foreign countries during quinquennial periods from 1887- 
1901, and the value in 1902 :— 


























Annual Annual Annual 
—_— Average, | Average, | Average, 1902. 
1887-91. | 1892-96. | 1897-1901. 
£E.. | S&H. £E. £E. 
United Kingdom ... .| 1,750,096 | 1,744,859 | 2,855,252 | 2,888,004 
British Possessions in Mediterranean 4:228 | 2,982 3,623 4,282 
British Possessions in Far East... 94,408 132,629 140,755 215.068 
Germany 7 ove sé0 it 26,309 81,991 125,325 158,744 
United States... wis on aia 19 167 1,357 1,163 
Austria-Hungary... one -| 283,633 289,884 305,359 359,641 
Belgium é one ™ ood 8,209 26,920 49,232 62,250 
France and Algeria ~_ due eo-| 234,641 244,295 290,545 288,057 
Greece . ms _ om on 1,231 1,709 1,325 1,013 
Italy ... ae roe we ons 42,619 59,094 189,079 283,253 
Russia ... eb wins 13,850 5,108 1,840 5,798 
Turkey and Red Sea Ports on «| 220,465 178,681 164,335 166,690 
Other countries om one we 42,892 104,031 138,269 147,065 
Total -_ eee .-«-| 2,720,600 | 2,872,350 | 3,766,296 | 4,581,028 
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IRON AND COAL INDUSTRIES OF SOUTHERN 
RUSSIA. 


In a report on the industries of Southern Russia, M. Henin, 
the Belgian Consul-General at Ekaterinoslaw, remarks that foreign 
capital—more especially English and Belgian—forms the main- 
stay of Russian mines, the natives preferring, for the most part, to 
devote their energies and resources to textile industries and food 
production. M. Henin is, therefore, of opinion that particulars of 
the minerals and metals of this country are likely to prove of 
general interest. 

Iron.—Most of the South Russian iron foundries obtain their 
ore from Krivoi Rog. The ore found in this region is rich in iron, 
but limited in quantity. In 1900, a mining engineer estimated the 
unworked ore of the district at 57 million metric tons: a more 
recent estimate puts the figure at 73 million metric tons. In 
1900, 2,784,000 tons of this ore were used; in 1901, only 
2,253,868 tons. The Russian railways, in 1902, carried about 
2,200,000 tons of ore from Krivoi Rog: as part of this was destined 
for exportation to the United Kingdom and Germany, the home 
consumption shows a striking diminution, due to the wide-spread 
depression in the metal industries of Russia. 

Up to the present only two other districts, Donetz and Kertch, 
have been exploited in Southern Russia. In the former region 
brown hematite is found, containing from 30 to 40 per cent. of 
iron. The annual production is but 200,000 metric tons, and, 
probably, the supply will soon be exhausted. 

The Kertch ore is similar to that of Donetz in iron-producing 
qualities ; it exists, however, in much larger quantities, the esti- 
mated reserve being more than 700,000,000 tons. 

At Khorsak Moghila, several dayers of ore, containing from 67 to 
7C per cent. of iron, have been discovered. Until the process of 
investigation is finished, no definite estimate of the mineral value 
of this region can be made: its proximity to the coal beds of 
Donetz should give it a great advantage over Krivoi Rog as a 
mining centre. 

From statistics prepared by the Kharkoff Metallurgical Associa- 
tion, it appears that, in 1892, the amount of cast iron produced in 
Southern Russia was only 17,029,141 pouds.* Owing, in great 
measure, to the influx of foreign capital, the production increased 
abnormally. ‘The culminating point was reached in 1901, with 
91,967,917 pouds. The depression, already mentioned, accounted 
for a drop of over 7,000,000 pouds in 1902. It is estimated that 
the foundries of Southern Russia are capable of producing 
annually 145,000,000 pouds. 

Cast iron, which in 1899 was sold at 75 to 80 copecks the poud, 
is now worth from 38 to 49 copecks. Manufactured iron goods 
have diminished proportionately in value, with the exception of 





* Poud = 36 lbs, avoirdupois. 
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Iron and Coal Industries of Southern Russia. 


rails for the Government, the price of which is fixed by a Commis- 
sion. The price per poud established by this Commission was 1°23 
roubles for 1903; 1:17 for 1904; 1:12 for 1905. These orders 
have hitherto only been given to certain Government contractors. 
From 1906 they will be open to public tender. 

A Congress was convened at St. Petersburg last May to discuss 
the best means of reviving the Russian iron industry. The 
Minister of I'inance stated that the best remedy lay in persuading 
the community to avail themselves of iron and steel goods. The 
population cf Russia is, undoubtedly, behind the times in this 
respect; and, if the five committees now carrying out M. de 
Witte’s suggestion are successful in their endeavours, the iron 
industry will show signs of improvement in the near future. 

Coal.—Jn another portion of his report, M. Henin discusses the 
coal-fields of Donetz, which occupy the enormous area of 30,000 
square kilometres, and contain every known species of coal. The 
reserves are great: sufficient, it is supposed, to last for several 
hundred years. ‘he construction of railways has increased the 
annual output from 7 million pouds in 1867 to 694 million pouds 
in 1901. Up to 1895 the Donetz mines produced anthracite, for 
the most part; since then, the output of sea-coal has increased 
considerably, forming 90 per cent. of the total. 

The importation of coal and coke into Russia is still very con- 
siderable, amounting to 200,943,000 pouds in 1902. Coke 1s not 
found in Poland, so the Polish foundries are fed from Germany. 
Donetz is too far from Poland, and railway rates are too high, to 
furnish that country ata remunerative figure. or similar reasons 
the Baltic ports obtain their coal] from the United Kingdom. 

Various means have been suggested for the disposal of the 
surplus produce of Donetz. 

One suggestion was exportation by the Black Sea and the Sea 
of Azov. Russian coal might, it was hoped, compete successfully 
with English coal in the Balkans, Constantinople, and even the 
Mediterranean. Commissions of specialists were sent to various 
foreign countries, in order to study the conditions of the coal 
market, and the possibility of finding an opening for Donetz coal. 
A society has also been formed at Kharkoff, which will occupy 
itself exclusively with the question of coal exportation from 
Donetz. It will be interesting to watch the results of its labours. 
So far, these efforts have not met with any great success. The 
coal and coke export figures for three years are: 1900, 824,000 
pouds; 1901, 692,000 pouds ; 1902, 3,640,000 pouds. 

Russian coal could, it appears, compete, as regards price, with 
the British product in Constantinople and the Mediterranean ; 
but, as the latter is considered of superior quality, it will probably 
hold the field for a long time, Only the best Russian coal would 
be worth exporting ; this, however, is in great demand at home, so 
the problem can hardly be solved in that way. 
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A more feasible remedy seems the building of new railway lines 
and the reduction of the coal rates, so that the Baltic and Polish 
markets might be profitably supplied from Southern Russia. This 
question is now under consideration, and the Government will 
undoubtedly do all in its power to assist the mining industry. 

The coke industry is passing through a painful crisis. In 1900, 
it was reckoned that there were 1,400 coke furnaces at work in 
the Donetz region. There are now 4,964 in existence ; but more 
than 2,000 have had to be closed, and many others only work part 
time, owing to the difficulty of placing their produce. 





CANNED SALMON INDUSTRY ON THE PACIFIC 
COAST. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication from the 
British Vice-Consul at Seattle, Washington, enclosing a copy of the 
annual number of the “Pacific Fisherman” for 1903. This 
number contains an interesting history of the canned salmon 
industry on the Pacific Coast, where, it is said, practically all of 
the world’s supply of canned salmon is produced and packed, 
the output from the inception of the industry to the present time 
being over fifty million cases. The industry originated on the 
Sacramento River in the spring of 1864 at the town of Washington, 
Yolo County, California, and the pack of the first year consisted of 
about 2,000 cases, each case containing 48 one-pound tins. The 
pack was but slightly increased during the first ten years, but in 
1882 it reached its height when 200,000 cases were produced, Since 
then the catch has been much smaller, the salmon having been much 
interfered with and practically driven out of the river for a long 
time by hydraulic mining, railway construction, timber cutting, 
and agricultural pursuits carried on along the banks. Of late years, 
however, the fish have been returning to the Sacramento in in- 
creased numbers. ‘The present pack of canned salmon cannot be . 
taken as an indication of the annual output of this river, as most 
of the salmon caught are now sold as fresh or refrigerated fish. 
As regards the smaller coast rivers and bays, the chief places of 
fishing and canning salmon are the following rivers :—Klamath, 
Smith, Eel, Rogue, Coquille, Umpqua, Siuslaw, Elk and 
Nestucca ; also at Coos Bay, Nehalem, Alsea Bay, Tillamook Bay, 
Shoal Water Bay and Gray’s Harbour. These have usually been 
classed for statistical purposes as “outside rivers,” Treating 
them in the aggregate, the canning of salmon reached its greatest 
volume in 1895, when by an unusual effort, undoubtedly stimu- 
lated by high prices, the aggregate pack reached 264,000 cases. 
Since then the pack has fallen off about one-half; the diminution 
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Canned Salmon Industry on the Pucific Coast. 





in canned salmon being largely attributable to the increasing 
market for fresh salmon, “which has been shipped in considerable 
quantities from these outside rivers and bays; and also: to 
the low prices that have prevailed for some of the lower grades 
of salmon found in several of these localities. 

The first salmon cannery on Puget: Sound began operations: in 
1877, in which season about 10, 000 cases were packed. ‘The 
canning of the choice sockeye variety of red salmon received:its 
first real impetus at Semiahmoo in 1892, in. which ‘year about 
11,000 cases of sockeye were packed. The greatest annual pack 
of salmon on Puget Sound occurred in 1901, when 1,580,590 cases 
were put up, about 1,110,000 of them being sockeyes.. The pack 
of 1902 receded to about 563,000 cases, and in 1903, which.was 
supposed to be the second best year in the four-year cycle, ithe 
catch was exceedingly meagre, yielding only about 150,000 -eases 
of sockeyes and 314,000 cases of other grades, the largest quantity 
of any one grade being humpbacks. 

The two first canneries in Alaska were built in the spring» of 
1878, both being situated in the south-east portion of the district. 
The number and capacity of the Alaska canneries increased. very 
rapidly until 1890, when there were 38 in operation. The.annual 
pack by this time was approximately 700,000 cases and during 
the next year it increased another 100,000 cases. In [901], 
54 canneries were operated in Alaska, and in the following year 
the maximum pack of salmon was made, reaching over 2,500;000 
cases. ‘The rapid increase in the output during the past four or 
five years is accounted for to a very large extent by the. cheaper 
grades of salmon, commonly known as humpback (pink): and! dog 
(chum) salmon, having been packed in great quantities. ‘he 
total output of canned salmon from Alaska since the beginning of 
packing in that district has been 18,000,000 cases. 

The largest company in the salmon industry i in British Columbia 
is the British Columbia Packers’ Association, formed -in 1901, 
There were 44 canneries in the province consolidated: in :this 
Association, and of these 24 were worked during the 1903 season. 

The British Columbia Packers’ Association’ was incorporated 
largely with a view to do away with the over-competition on 
the Fraser River. It. had come to be generally recognised that the 
industry on the Fraser River was overdone. ‘here were: really 
too many canneries. ‘This, with the growth of the: industry on 
Puget: Sound, which depended largely on Fraser River salmon, 
seriously hamper ed the canning industry. The run of fish in. the 
slack seasons was not nearly sufficient to keep all the plants 
going, nor to make a profit. 

Of the salmon packed on the Pacific coast, 45 per’cent. is con- 
sumed in the United States, 40 per cent. in Europe, and 15iper 
cent. in all other countries. The United Kingdom uses’by farithe 
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Canned Salmon Industry on the Pacific Coast. 





largest portions of the canned salmon shipped to Kurope, almost 
all continental countries having heavy and practically prohibitive 
duties on the article. 

The European markets demand the best quality, only the 
sockeye and red grades being readily saleable; the chinook, of 
course, holds its place for the choicest trade, but the supply is 
limited. 

South America and Australia use some pink salmon, but their 
requirements are mostly for the red grades. Canada consumes 
sockeye and cohoes; the packing of humpbacks and chums has 
never proved remunerative in British Columbia. 

In the northern portion of the United States the chinook, 
sockeye and Alaska red are in favour, while in the Southern States 
cohoes, pinks and chums constitute, on account of their cheapness, 
a large portion of the salmon sold. 

Up to 1900 the yield had increased to an annual coast output 
of 3,000,000 cases. Meantime, the consumption had largely 
increased, and the demand exceeded the supply. Prices were 
accordingly good and sales brisk. Pink salmon has sold as high 
as 3°60 dols. per case, a very satisfactory price to the packer. In 
consequence, however, of the good times in 1900, unusual efforts 
were put forth during the next season to increase the pack, result- 
ing in the enormous and surprising output of 5,000,000 cases of 
salmon, an increase of 2,000,000 cases in one year. 

This extraordinary increase produced a surplus above the 
demand for consumption, the over-production consisting largely 
of the cheaper grades, and as a natural consequence the price 
declined to 2°00 dols. per case for pink salmon, which at present 
is in only moderate demand -at that low figure ; and the same is 
true of dog salmon, which has found slow sale at 1°50 dols. per case. 

These ruinous prices represent actual losses of large amounts to 
the packers of the cheap grades of salmon, but there seems to be 
no relief except in retrenchment. When the pack of pink salmon 
does not exceed the normal demand, it will undoubtedly yield a 
fair price. The present prices of chinook, sockeye and red salmon 
are comparatively high and bid fair to remain so. 


In connection with the foregoing, it may be of interest to note that 
the figures of the salmon pack of British Columbia for the year 1903 
show the smallest grand total since 1892. According to ‘‘ Indus- 
trial Canada” for February, the total of the whole province, 
including the Fraser River and Northern points, is 473,547 cases. 
In 1892 the pack was only 228,470, but at that time there were 
only 11 canneries on the Fraser and 16 on the northern waters, 
while to-day there are 35 canneries on the Fraser and 25 on 
Northern waters. The largest pack in the interval was in 1901, 
when over 1,200,000 cases were packed. 
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TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


BRITISH INDIA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a notification (Customs 
Circular No. 3 of 1904) issued by the Finance 


oe and Commerce Department of the Government 
Secebation of of India on 19th January, 1904, laying down the 
ee &e procedure to be adopted by the Customs 

Silver. 2 Authorities in dealing with imported articles 


which contain no silver, but which are marked 
as “ German,” “‘ Potosi,” ‘‘ Nevada,” or ‘‘ Art” silver. 

The Government of India are of opinion that such goods, when 
marked as ‘‘ German silver” or “ Nickel silver,” may be passed 
without objection. These trade descriptions are well known to all 
classes likely to be affected; and they have been in use for a 
sufficiently long period to render it very improbable that any 
purchaser will be deceived thereby. 

The Government of India are not prepared to extend this ruling, 
however, to articles not made of silver, which are marked as 
‘“ Potosi silver,” “ Nevada silver,” ‘‘ Austral silver,” “ Art silver,” 
&c. They are of opinion that it would be unsafe to assume that 
descriptions of this nature would not deceive purchasers in India ; 
and they consider that such goods, if marked in this manner, 
should be dealt with as bearing a false trade description within 
the meaning of the Indian Merchandise Marks Act, 1889 (IV. 
of 1889). 

It is further stated that no objection should be taken to the use 
of such marks, provided that the word “ silver” is omitted. 


A copy of a Resolution (Customs Circular No. 4 of 1904) issued 
by the Government of India on the 19th 


Importation of January, 1904, has also been received, defining 


— s the articles which may properly be passed free 
Dalen tee’ of Customs duty as “ passenger’s baggage” on 
Exemption from importation into British India. 
Duty. In the opinion of the Government of India 


all articles which are brought into the country 
by a passenger in reasonable quantity for his personal use may, 
with a few specified exceptions, be exempted from duty ; and they 
consider that this concession may reasonably be extended to cases 
where the baggage either precedes or follows the passenger to the 
same or to another Customs port in India. 

The rules appended to this resolution have been framed in order 
to give effect to the above decision. 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





BRITISH IND[A—centinued. 
Rules for the exemption of ‘passenger's baggage from Customs dui y. 


1. Baggage includes all packages accompanying and imported 
by a passenger for his own‘use, or that of the members of his 
family travelling with him, which are not part of the cargo and 
are not entered in the manifest. | 

Provided that any package, whether entered in the manifest or 
not, may be treated as baggage if the Collector of Customs is 
satisfied that it really forms' part of the bond fide baggage of a 
passenger. 

Provided also that any package which is landed within one 
month before or after the arrival or anticipated arrival of the 
passenger, either at the same port or otherwise, may be treated as 
baggage, if the Collector of Customs is satisfied that it may reason- 
ably be deemed to form part of the passenger's bond fide baggage. 

2. Subject to the exceptions specified below, all baggage, of 
whatsoever articles it may consist, is exempt from duty, provided 
that it satisfies both of the following conditions, namely :— 

(a) That the number or quantity of each article is moderate and 
reasonable having regard to ‘the status and occupation in life of 
the passenger, and 

(b) That it is for his personal use or that of his family travelling 
with him, and not for sale. 

Haceptions. 

The following articles are'liable to duty whether included in 
bond fide baggage or not, namely :— 

(a2) Arms and ammunition, and all articles enumerated in 
Schedule IT. of the Tariff Act (Act VIII. of 1894). 

(b) Alcoholic liquors exceeding 2 quarts in quantity, perfumed 
spirit exceeding 1 quart, and all other articles enumerated in 
Schedule IIT. of the Tariff Act. 

(c) Cigars exceeding 50 in number or in an unopened box, 
cigarettes exceeding 100 in number, and other tobacco exceeding 
1 lb in weight. 

(d) Petroleum. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘*‘ Commonwealth 

Ciiteien of Australia Gazette” for 16th. January last, 

Decisions giving Customs Decisions (Supplement No. 19 

; to the Customs Tariff Guide) as to the rates of 

duty leviable on various articles imported into the Common- 
wealth :— 

The following are the principal Decisions given :— 
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Tariff Changes and Customs Regulations. 





Articies, and how classed. Rates of Daty. 





Bottles, smelling, wholly of glass— 


As jewellery ... - oe oon eee 25 Y% ad va’. 
Bowls, playing (silver- -mounted)— , | 

As fancy goods... “ ra “J, wen os 
Charts, physiological, for elementary instr uction— | 

As stationery (Class 505) __—... occ ase ove waal Fre>. 


Gauge, dressmakers, for measuring— 
As manufactures of metals, n.e,i, 
Lac-u-men (a food)— 


20 % ad val, 


As oilmen’s stores, n.e.i. ons se ose Sas one a 
Mineral waters, being table waters— | 

As aérated waters siete _ jut see as onal i) feaee 
Webs, boot (elastic)— | 

As manufactures of india-rubber (Class 253) __—.. . Free. 





The same fcopy of the ‘ Gazette” contains further Customs 
Decisions, under notifications issued on 28th December, 1903, and 
13th January, 1904, respectively, which are as follows.:— 

Capsicine wie ... O§ times the duty on chillies. 

Gingerine ae Cee Raa * 5» ginger. 

Canned eggs, and egg) Same duty as upon eggs (6d. per 
yolks and eggs beaten \ doz.), the duty calculated on the 
up and apart from the { equivalent weight of 1 doz. yolks 
shell ... dik i.:)J of ordinary commercial eggs. 


TRANSVAAL. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘'T'ransvaal 
Amended Cust Government Gazette” for 29th January last, 
mendee wastoms containing an Ordinance (No. 5 of 1904), 
Regulations. which received the assent of the Governor on 
28th January, 1904. 

The present Ordinance amends the Customs Management 
Ordinance, No. 23 of 1902, the principal alterations effected being 
in the substitution of the following section for the same section 
previously in force :— 

20. ‘Should any goods for which due entry has not been made, 
or in respect of which there has been a contravention of any regu- 
lation framed under the provisions of section 7 of the Customs 
Union and Tariff Amendment Ordinance, 1903, be found in any 
store, shop, storehouse, vehicle, or place, or in the possession of 
any person, they shall be liable to forfeiture, and the importer or 
person in whose possession or on whose premises or under whose 
control such goods are found, shall be liable to the penalties 
prescribed by section 52 of this Ordinance.” 

A copy of the present amending Ordinance may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.). 
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STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of an Ordinance (No. 15 
lati of 1903) dated 17th July, 1903, which provides 
magneateane for the regulation of the importation, sale, and 
panpereeng = use of morphine in the Straits Settlements. 
ae Cy The Ordinance will come into force on a date 
Cay tn ho fined by the Governor-in-Council; it 
enacts, inter alia, that “no person shall import morphine into any 
“ Settlement for the purpose of landing the same in the Colony, 
‘except with the permission in writing of the Colonial Secretary 
‘‘ at Singapore or of the Resident Councillor at Penang or Malacca, 
“and in accordance with the conditions prescribed in such 
‘* permission.” 


A copy of an Ordinance (No. 19 of 1903) has also been received 
Regulations as which amends the Opium Ordinance of 1894, 
oo: Senneiethtten The principal alteration contained herein is 

P ti the repeal of section 8 of ‘the Opium Ordi- 
and Exporta 10n nance of 1894,” and the substitution of the 
of Opium. following section in lieu thereof :— 

8. (1) Opium-shall not be imported or exported by sea except 
into or from one of the ports defined under “ the Harbours Ordi- 
nance, 1872.” 

(2) Opium shall not be imported or exported by land or exported 
in any junk or other sea-going Chinese vessel except under 
and in accordance with such regulations prescribing the quantity, 
the route by which it is to travel, and the security to be given, and 
such general regulations as may be issued by the Governor-in- 
Council. 

(3) The Governor-in-Council may from time to time prohibit 
the export of opium to any place either absolutely or conditionally, 
or subject to such restrictions as the Governor may direct. 

(4) “Chandu” shall not be imported by any person into any port 
of the Colony. 

(5) “Chandu” shall not be exported by any person except the 
farmer, nor shall the farmer export chandu except under such 
conditions and restrictions as the Governor may from time to time 
prescribe. 


NoTE.—Section 2 of the Ordinance provides that ‘“ chandu” 
shall mean any preparation of opium or any preparation in which 
opium forms an ingredient, which preparation is used or intended 
to be used for smoking, chewing, or swallowing, and includes 
chandu dross, but does not include any of the alkaloids or salts of 
the alkaloids of opium. 
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LAGOS. 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial Office, a 
Prohibition of COPY of the “ Customs Tariff Ordinance, 1904” 
Sr Sineaiatien (No. 1 of 1904), which amends the Customs 
= a Tariff Ordinance of 1899, by prohibiting from 

of ae ~~ es anuary, 1904, the importation of all coins 

re known as Maria Theresa dollars of whatever 
weight or fineness into the Colony of Lagos. 


ST. CHRISTOPHER-NEVIS. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Governor of the 
neti of Leeward Islands a copy of the “ Export Duty 
Export Duties Continuation Ordinance, 1903” (No. 12 of 
et 1904 1903), which provides for the continuation of 
5 the duties levied under Ordinance No. 1 of 
1898, upon sugar and rum exported from the Presidency of St. 
Kitts-Nevis during the year 1904. 
NoTE.—The export duties levied under Ordinance No. 1 of 
1898, are as follows :— 





Sugar— ae 
Per hogshead, not exceeding 42 inches truss 4 8 
,, tierce, not exceeding 30 inches truss ... 3 2 
5, barrel 0 64 
,, ton, otherwise packed .. 4 8 
Rum— 
Per 100 gallons 3 6 


{And a proportionate sum upon any greater or less 
quantity of sugar or rum respectively |. 


ST. LUCIA. 


With reference to the notice published on p. 216 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal” for 30th April, 1903, the 
Cattle from Board of Trade have received from the Admin- 
p istrator of St. Lucia a copy of a further Order- 
orto Rico . : . 
Prohibited in-Council made by the Governor-in-Council 
on 14th January, 1904, under Section 109 (1) 
of the Customs Ordinance of 1888, prohibiting the importation of 
cattle from Porto Rico into the Colony of St. Lucia, except under 
the following conditions :— 

(1) That the master of the vessel in which such cattle are 
imported shall, on arrival at this port, cause such cattle to be 
examined by the Health Officer in such manner and at such place 
as the Health Officer may require and at the cost of the master of 
such vessel. 

(2) That such master shall obtain a written certificate from the 
Health Officer that such cattle are free from glanders or other 
infectious disease, and shall produce such certificate to the 
Treasurer. 





Importation of 
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RUSSIA. 

With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 351 of the 
Facilities for “ Journal” for the 17th December last, the 
Trade with Board of Trade have now received, through the 
Persi Foreign Office, information to the effect that 

ersia and =the Russian G t have authorised th 
Afrbanistan. he Russian Government have authorised the 
exportation of naphtha oils by way of the 

Artyk Custom-house to Persia, and by way of the Sarrakh Custom- 

house to Afghanistan, on the same conditions as those laid down 

for their exportation in general, with drawback of excise and 
allowance for loss in transit. 


FRANCE—BRAZIL. 


The ‘“‘ Diario do Governo ” for the 20th January, contains the text 

Restorati of an Exchange of Notes between the French 

~. “eo —_ and Brazilian Governments, dated the llth 

one. January, by which the modus vivendi of 1900 

modus vivendr “aw h bri hich 

nstetiens Mine etween the two countries, whic _ Was 

denounced on the 15th June last*, is re- 

and Brasil. established. The restored modus vivendt is not 

to terminate until one year after it has been denounced by either 

of the contracting parties, this constituting the only modification 
of the former agreement. 

[It may be noted that the French Government had already 
withdrawn their proposal (alluded to in “ Board of Trade Journal” 
of 6th August last, p. 262) to raise their minimum rate on coffee, 
which rate remains at 1386 francs per 100 kilogs. as stated in 
‘ Journal” of 24th December last, p. 601. ] 


FRANCE—INDO-CHINA. 


A recently published Consular Report on the trade of Indo-China 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,117) contains 

— on astatement to the effect that the export duty 
— on rice from Cochin China is to be increased 


by 15 per cent. 

















SPAIN—NORWAY. 


The “ Gaceta de Madrid” for the 19th February contains the text 
Additional Con- of an Additional Convention between Spain and 
Sadie Norway, the ratifications of which were ex- 
vention ~ ween changed at Madrid on the 18th February, 
song modifying the Commercial Convention between 
Countries. =the two countries of the 27th June, 1892. The 
Convention as modified is to remain force for one year, and there- 
after until one year after denunciation by either contracting party. 





* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 6th August, p. 262. 
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SPAIN—NORWAY—ceontinued. 

By this Additional Convention, Tariffs A and B of the original 
Treaty, which lay down special rates of. duty on particular, articles, 
and Schedules A and B of the original Treaty, which specify the 
articles to be admitted into the respective countries under most- 
favoured-nation conditions, are superseded by the following revised 


T'a 
ratification :— 


Tariff A. 


riffs and Schedules, which came into effect on the date otf 


Rates of import duty leviable in Spain on the undermentioned 
articles of Norwegian origin or manufacture : 











_— 











Articles. Unit. | Duty. 
: 
| Pesetas. 
Wood pulp .. / 100 nt 1 
Salted and dried codfish (klipfish and stockfish) aie | 24* 
Fish powder es coe | 9” 12 
Cod-liver oil, purified for medicinal uses coe ” | 2 
Fish and whale oils, and other animal fats “ as l 
Cod-roe bait (raba), and other animal waste Products 
not specified  ... - m 0.50 
Guano of fish and whales, and other natural manures ss 0.05 
Salted, smoked, and pickled fish - 12 
Condensed milk Kilog. 1 
Common timber, planks, ‘boards, logs, beams, rafters, 
masts, and timber for ship-building .. Cub. metre. 5 











* Z.e., Customs duty, 18 pesetas ; 
Tariff B. 


internal duty, 6 pesetas. 


Rates of import duty leviable in Norway on the undermentioned 
articles of Spanish origin or manufacture :— 








Articles. | Unit. | Duty. 
Kroner. 
Fresh oranges of all descriptions 100 kilogs. 2 
» lemons 9 2 
Grapes ” 2 
Melons én 2 
Raisins ” 8 
Figs .. - 5 
Almonds i in their shells ” 5 
Hazel-nuts ... fd ” 5 
Dried vegetables ... 2 o 9 5 
Still wine, containing up to 21 9° of alcohol— 
In barrels : Litre 0°40 
bottles alia 9 0°70 
*Rice, in the husk, and in bulk .. 100 kilogs. 3°90 
* 4 packed sale Kilog. 0°05 
* ,  husked and packed 90 0:07 
*Common salt, refined or unrefined — Free. 
*Cork, unmanufactured ro — Free. 











* These are additions to the list in the original Treaty. 
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——— —— 


SPAIN—NORWAY—coxtinued. 


Schedule A specifies the articles of Norwegian origin or manu- 
facture which are to receive most-favoured-nation treatment on 
importation into Spain. The list of articles is substantially iden- 
tical with that in the original Convention, but it includes “ nails 
for shoeing,” and “ fish, fresh, or with the quantity of salt indis- 
pensable for its preservation,” for which special rates of duty were 
provided under the original Convention. 

Schedule B specifies the articles of Spanish origin or manufac- 
ture which are to receive most-favoured-nation treatment on im- 
portation into Norway. Besides the articles specified in the 
corresponding schedule of the original convention (except rice, 
common salt, and unmanufactured cork), it includes “ leather” 
and ‘‘ wines of all descriptions, whether still or sparkling.” 


In connection with the foregoing it is to be noted that the 
“Gaceta de Madrid” for the 21st February contains a Royal 
Order, dated the 20th February, directing that the rates contained 
in Tariff A of the original Treaty be applied to articles despatched 
to Spain up to the 18th February, if accompanied by a direct bill 
of lading or included in a manifest certified by Consular visa, and 
also to imports by land, either awaiting clearance or warehoused 
on that day. 

The full text of the Convention (in Spanish) may be seen by 
persons interested on application at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any 
day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. 


to 1 p.m.). 
With reference to the provision in this Additional Convention, 


Modification of under which wines (other than still wines not 
. exceeding 21 deg. in strength) are entitled to 


encom most-favoured-nation treatment in Norway, the 

Import Duty on en, ontian teal tor the atkaieal ts 
Wines. specific rates fixed by the original Convention 
being abrogated (with the exception mentioned), 


it is to be noted that, according to information received at the 
Board of Trade through the Foreign Office, a resolution increas- 
ing the Norwegian duties on wines has been passed by the 
Storthing. 

The resulting alterations in the “ Minimum Tariff” rates of duty, 
which came into force on the 18th February, are as follows :— 

Wines, including those which contain cinchona or other 
medicaments :— 

1. In bottles :— 

Kroner Ore. 


(a) Sparkling se _ “oe ws oe 3 
(b) Other... yi yi si fig oe tee 


* As regards “ non-sparkling wines, not exceeding 21 deg. in strength,” these 
duties are fixed by the Additional Convention (see Tariff on previous page). 
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SPAIN—NORWAY—continued. 


2. In casks or jars :— 

(a) Up to 21 per cent. alcoholic strength ... litre 0  40* 
r As spirits in other 
receptacles,” of 
corresponding 

strength. 

The alterations in the Norwegian wine duties made during the 
Session of 1903, consequent on the conclusion of the Additional 
Convention between Portugal and Norway (see “ Board of Trade 
Journal” for the 11th February, p. 270), are further modified: in 
accordance with the present Law. 


In connection with the provision in this Additional Convention 
under which the specific reduction of duty for 


Kroner Ore. 


(6) Over 21 percent. alcoholic strength< 





— — ‘fish, fresh, or containing only the salt neces- 
—_ es Duties °“Y for its preservation,” is abrogated, such 
Fish articles being now entitled merely to general most- 


favoured-nation treatment under Schedule A, 
it is to be noted that, according to information received at the 
Board of Trade, through the Foreign Office, a projet de lot has been 
submitted to the Spanish Cortes for increasing the duties on such 
fish from 1 pes. 50 c. per 100 kilogs. to 36 and 24 pes. per 100 
kilogs. respectively, according as it is imported from countries 
which are, or are not, entitled to most-favoured-nation treatment. 





CUBA. 
The Cuban ‘‘ Gaceta Oficial” for the 25th January contains the 
Modification of  '°%* of a Law modifying the Law of 27th 
' February, 1903, under which special duties 
special ay to were levied on the manufacture and consump- 
ee p? i tion of wines, spirits, tobacco, &c. [see ‘* Board 
neta of Trade Journal” for the 30th April, 1908, 
p. 217]. The following alterations in the pre- 

vious list of duties are to be noted :— 


(1) The special duty is now leviable upon matches, as follows— 
Dols. Cts. 


Matches in boxes containing up to 50 
matches, manufactured in Cuba or im- 
ported ... ... box 0 004 
(2) The heading for “ “ Cigarettes manufactured in Cuba and 
intended for home consumption,” established by the former Law, is 
suppressed, and a new heading introduced, as follows :— 


Cigars— Dols. Cts. 
Per box of 16 ial we - .- O 003 
Per 1,008 . bis w = 21° ’ 


The duties on manufactured tobacco, ‘boxes of cigars and cut 
tobacco, when intended for exportation, are suspended until the 
amortization of the loan begins, or until: their collection is 
specially authorised by the Executive. | 





*As regards “non-sparkling wines, not exceeding 21 deg. in strength,”’ these 
duties are fixed by the Additional Convention (see previous page). 
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CU BA—continued. 
With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 271 of the 
peiialcaiia “Board of Trade Journal” for the 11th 
Duties February, relative to an increase in the rates 
of duty leviable on certain articles imported 
into Cuba, it is to be noted that the Cuban ‘“‘ Gaceta Oficial” for 
the 4th February contains the text of the Decree imposing these 


increases. 
It is proposed to publish a complete statement of the articles 


affected by these increases in this and the following issues of the 
‘ Journal.” In the meantime a copy of the ‘“ Gaceta” in question 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board. of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 


] ‘p.m.). 




















| Amount 
Tar if | Former |by which 
oe Description of Article. | Rateof j|dutyhas 
| Duty. been in- 
creased. 
| Dols. 
1 (6) | Marble, jasper, and alabaster: slabs, plates or | 
steps of any dimension, polished or not -- | 100 kil. 1:00; 25 ¥ 
1 (¢) | Marble, jasper, and alabaster: sculptures, high | 
and bas-reliefs, vases, urns and similar articles 
for house decoration ove eee me soo | » aan ww. 
1 (@) | Marble, jasper, and alabaster: wrought or chis- | 
elled into all other articles, polished or not | » wei Bw. 
2 (a & b)| Stones, other, natural or artificial :— | 
(a) Slabs, plates or steps ote | » O60) 25,, 
(6) Wrought into other articles | » Oe SS, 
3 Earths employed in manufactures and arts, | 
including lime and gypsum +3 ne aed | » O20) 25, 
(a) Cement ... are eee | » O30) 25 
1 Gypsum manufactured into articles : — | 
(a) Statuettes ... dei | ,- B00; 2. 
(6) Articles, other ese aoe oo OS as 
5 Tar and mineral pitch, asphalt, ‘bitumens, and | 
schists hee _— » O60; 25 ,, 
6. Crude oils derived from schists, including crude 
petroleum and axle grease* sas _ » 140] 25,, 
(a) Crude petroleum for use in the manu- 
facture of illuminating gas nee » @70!| 3, 
T Petroleum and other mineral oils, rectified « or 
refined, intended for illumination or lubrica- 
tion* “ae a wed ae ~~ wear B.. 
(a) Cordage oil. Ls » _OF701 2, 
4 Benzine, gasoline, and mineral oils, not specially 
mentioned, including vaseline ... ae on » £70} 2 .,, 
% Ores ... ¥) » O10; 2,, 
10 Common or ordinary hollow glassware and 
electric insulators} ne ae te ie » . 100) 30,, 














* The surtax does not apply to lubricating oils. 
Tt - . t. ordinary glass vessels for national industries. 
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CU BA—continued. 




















me, | | Amount 
Tariff | he | Former~ |by which 
No Description of Article. | Rateof |dutyhas 
aa | Duty. been in- 
| creased. 
| Dols. 
11 Crystal, and glass imitating crystal— | 
(a) Articles, cut, engraved, or gilt ... 100 kil. 14:00 | 30 % 
(6) Articles, other... eas aan on 99 700; 30 .,, 
12 Plate glass or plate crystal— | 
(a) Slabs, paving or roofing ... Lg 165 | 30 ,, 
(5) For windows or other ‘articles, provided | 
they be neither polished, bevelled, | 
engraved, nor annealed | “ 3°40} 30.,, 
(¢) Window glass set in lead and polished, 
or bevelled plate glass... ‘ie a a 4°90; 30,, 
(d) Articles engraved or annealed ... wi» =o. es 
13 Glass and crystal, tinned, silvered, or coated | 
with other metals— | 
(a) Common mirrors not exceeding 2 mm. | 
in thickness, coated with red or dark | 
mercurial varnish ni L’ cigg 2 e e 
(6) Mirrors, other, not bevelled | ., 15°00! 30,, 
(c) Mirrors, bevelled . ae | 4 1800] 80,, 
14 Glass and crystal in other articles— 
(a) In statuettes, flower stands, and vases | 
and similar articles for toilet purposes | 
and house decoration ... ¥ Kilog. 0°25; 30.,, 
(b) Spectacle and watch glasses, imitations 
of preciousor fine stones,enamel ...|  ,, 1°00} 30.,, 
15 Incandescent electric er mounted or not .. . |hundred 2°50; 30., 
16 Articles of fire clay... sad . | 100 kil. 0°30} 30 pi 
17 Vitrified brick for paving purposes, vitrified 
block, vitrified brick for sewers, vitrified invert | 
block, and vitrified invert brick for sewers ... | » 005] 30,, 











REPUBLIC OF COLOMBIA. 


With reference to the notices respecting the new Colombian Tariff 
published in recent issues of the “ Journal,” 
the Board of Trade are now in receipt, through 
the Foreign Office, of a copy of a telegram from 
H.M. Minister at Bogota, reporting that a Decree has been 
issued reducing by 80 per cent. the import duties on the 
following foodstuffs :— Potatoes, onions, garlic, rice, maize, peas, 
lentils, sugar, flour, and lard imported in the natural state. The 
same Decree also reduces the import duties on al! merchandise 
imported at Buenaventura by 25 per cent., and those on merchan- 
dise imported at Tumaco by 50 per cent. 

The above-mentioned reductions are to come into force at once, 
as also are those previously accorded to goods destined for the 
Province of Cucuta (see ‘“‘ Board of Trade Journal” for the 14th 


January, p. 83). 


Reductions of 
Import Duty. 
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TRANSVAAL AND ORANGE RIVER COLONY. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the report of the 
General Manager of the Central South African 


Working of the . | . 
Central South a for the six months ended 30th June, 


African Railways. According to this report, the working 

expenses for the year ended 30th June amounted to 2,978,000/. 

and the receipts to 5,381,000/., showing a surplus of 2 408, 0007. 
Comparing the results of the first and the second half-year, the 


figures are :— 








“Halt- -year ended 
— Bist December, “S0th June, 1908, 














1902. 
j e | > 
| £ £ 
Receipts ... ove we _ bec coal 2,486,000 | 2,895,000 
Expenditure ” _ ooo oe nw] 1,180,000 | 1,798,000 
Balance after payment of working expenses... 1,306,000 | 1,097,000 
Percentage of working expenses to revenue...| 47°4 | 6271 








The increase in the expenditure and in the ratio of the working 
expenses to the revenue is attributable to the reductions that were 
made in the lucal goods rates in the Transvaal and Orange River 
Colonies from 1st February, 1903, and to the increases sanctioned 
in salaries and wages towards the close of 1902. 

Compared with the preceding half-year, the passenger traffic 
(through and local) shows an increase of 271,500 passengers carried, 
and of 102,000/. in receipts, the percentages of increases in number 
of passengers carried and in receipts working out in each case 
at 18°08. 

The increase in numbers of passengers has been confined, 
on the whole, to local traffic: that such an increase should have 
amounted to over 295,000 passengers is a gratifying indication of 
the internal development in progress. 

The experience in regard to parcels traffic is very similar to that 
of the passenger traffic. The total revenue has increased from 
45,0001. to 58,000/.; the increase in through traffic being from 
25, 0001. to 27,000/., so that in this instance again the bulk of the 
increase has been in local traffic, and is another indication of the 
growth of internal trade. 

The live-stock and vehicle traffic shows the very substantial in- 
crease in revenue of 46,000/., viz., from 67,0001. to 113,000/., but 
what is even a more gratifying ‘feature, as making for internal 
development and prosperity, is that the nuenber of cattle received 
by rail in the two Colonies from the Cape, Natal and Portuguese 
railways amounted to 49,829 head, the number of sheep and goats 


being 420,713 head. 
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The goods revenue (local and through) increased from 1,775,0000. 
in the previous half-year to 1,980,000/. during the half-year under 
report, the amount of increase being 205,000/., or over 11:5 per 
cent. 





PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 
A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 


Consul at Beira, transmitting a translation of 


Shipping Dues Royal Decree, published in the ‘“ Boletin 
at Govaro. Official” of the Government of the Mozambique 
Company, establishing certain shipping dues for the entry and 
clearance of foreign vessels frequenting the port of Govuro, which 
is situated about 75 miles to the southward of Beira. 


The Decree provides that vessels trading with the port of 


Govuro, which are foreign to the territories of Manica and 
Sofala, under the administration of the Mozambique Company, 
shall pay for each entry or departure the sum of 1,500 reis 
(6s. 8d.). 





BULGARIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
Tari . a copy of the new tariff of navigation and port 
ariffof New vate tne ls f ‘+ ¢ Bulg 
Bert and. Mowien- ues payable by vessels frequen ing Bu garian 
si in ports. These dues came into force on the 28th 
february. ‘The list of rates may be consulted 
by persons interested on application at the offices of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. (Saturdays, 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.). 





VENEZUELA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office frit H.M. 
Minister at Caracas, forwarding an extract, 
. with translation, from the Venezuelan “ Official 
New Port of G » of the 9th J a patest 
Cristobal Colon. sazette of the anuary, containing a 

Decree appointing an Inspector-General of the 
works of construction of the port of ‘‘ Cristobal Colon,” together 
with other minor appointments at the new port. 

The work to be undertaken in the port will consist of a building 
for the Customs, with offices, store rooms, and coastguard station ; 
a wharf, with all its accessories, and a barrack. 

On the 12th January, the Venezuelan Minister for Foreign 
Affairs informed H.M. Minister that the newly appointed officials 
had already left for the port, and that the Orinoco would be opened 
as soon as the new buildings had been erected. 


Construction of 
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BRAZIL. 


Adverting to the paragraph in the “ Board of Trade Journal” of 
llth February last, p. 275, respecting the 

borage sre purchase by the State of German interests in 
he the Oeste de Minas Railway, it should be noted 


P a” that the price arranged with the German 
enone creditors is 620,000/. in Rescission Bonds and 
' 220,000 milreis in cash, not 62,0001. in Rescis- 


sion Bonds and 220,000 milreis in cash, as stated in the notice 
referred to. 





MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
CANADA. 


According to the “Bulletin” of the American Iron and Steel 

Association, that Association has received direct 

ie: Rie ton from the manufacturers the statistics of the 

Pv production of ali kinds of pig iron in Canada 

in the year 1903. They show a decrease of 

54,139 tons, or nearly 17 per cent., as compared with 1902, but an 
increase of 20,442 tons as compared with 1901. 

‘The total production in 1903 amounted to 265,418 tons, against 
319,557 tons in 1902, and 244,976 tons in 1901. In the first half 
of 1903 the production was 132,930 tons and in the second half it 
was 132,488 tons, a falling off of only 442 tons. Of the total 
production in 1903, 247,905 tons were made with coke and 
17,513 tons with charcoal. Nearly one-half of the total production 
was basic pig iron, namely, 126,892 tons. Less than 1,000 tons of 
Bessemer iron were made. Spiegeleisen and ferromanganese have 
not been made since 1899. 

The following table shows the total production of all kinds of 
pig iron (including spiegeleisen and ferromanganese) in Canada 
trom 1899 to 1903 :— 


Production of 








| 








Years. Production. 
Tons. 
1899 eon eee eee eee eee eee eee eee eee! 94,077 
sce =: a” ‘ee 60k. ec. ee lela. oan tal 86,090 
RG eee eae See Re MOG eNO) Se 244.976 
1902... how sinh — wld wii eo ii sind 319,557 


1903 eee ere eee eee ere eee eee eee 1. 265,418 





~The unsold stocks of pig iron in Canada on 31st December, 
1903, amounted to 19,168 tons. 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





On the same date Canada had 15 completed blast furnaces, of 
which 9 were in blast and 6 were idle. Of this total, 11 were 
equipped to use coke for fuel and 4 to use charcoal. In addition, 
3 coke furnaces and 1 charcoal furnace were being built or were 
partly erected on 31st December, but work on at least two of the 
furnaces had been suspended some time ago. 





NORTHERN NIGERIA. 


A report by Professor Dunstan, Director of the Imperial Institute, 
Soest an on a series of mineral and vegetable products 
lie received froth Northern Nigeria, has recently 
Speci been issued by the Colonial Office. Among 
—_— the mineral specimens examined may be noted 

the following :— 

Red and yellow ochres.——Three samples of ochres, two red and 
one yellow, were forwarded from Kontagora Province. The red 
ochres were duller than those used in this country, but they could 
probably be used locally as pigments. The yellow ochre, if 
properly ground under water, and freed from ort by one of the 
ordinary levigation or deposition processes, could probably be sold 
here. ‘These ochres, it is said, are not only intrinsically valuable, 
but their presence indicates the occurrence in the same neighbour- 
hood of iron ore. 

Tin ore.—The sample examined proved to be of excellent quality. 
Information as to the extent of the deposit and to the distribution 
of tin ore in Northern Nigeria will be an important subject for the 
Mineral Survey this year. 

Kaolin.—T'wo samples were received. A portion of the sample 
from Kirifi was submitted for technical trials to a firm of potters, 
who reported that, if properly prepared by levigation and sifting, 
it would be suitable for the manufacture of pottery. 





BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


In a recent despatch to the Foreign Office, H.M. Commissioner at 

Zomba reports that there have been encouraging 

Mining Prospects. mineral finds in British Central Africa, at 

various places in the Shire Highlands and in 

the country west of the Lower Shire River. Nothing rich enough 

to be profitably worked has yet been found. The highest percent- 
age of gold, so far, has been a little short of o dwts. to the ton. 

Copper has been found in the Shire Highlands but the ore is not 
rich enough to pay for working ; still the indications are good. 

What appears to be a rich lead ore containing an unknown per- 

centage of silver has been foundin Angoniland. [See also p. 424.] 
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Minerals, Metals, and Machinery. 





FRANCE. 


‘The following table, showing the production ‘of coal in’ France 
duct; during the year 1903, as compared with the 

ipl. Sregmerion preceding year, is compiled from statistics 
an 1908, published in the French “Journal Officiel” of 


24th Februai ‘vy i— 


oes. 1902. | 1903. 








| 
| | 
. Metric tons. | Metric tons. 
Pit coal and anthracite i sien aa | 29,365,047 | 34,317,527 
Lignite ... . iss 1% 4 324 <0] 632,423 | 685,465 
TOtAD oe -cpons,. 5:08... 9201.2 ,000] « 99,907,470 - 4 BE00R R02 





Note.—-The figures for 1903 are only provisional, those for 1902 are de finite. 








YARNS AND TEXTILES. 


BRAZIL. 


In the “ Brazilian Review” of 2nd February it is stated that, 
according to returns published in Sao Paulo, 

Cotton Mills. there are 143 cotton mills in Brazil of which 

75 both spin and weave, and 68 are for weaving 
only. The 18 mills in the State of Sao Paulo represent a capital 
of 20,000,000 dols. (1,000,0001.), and run 55,406 spindles, which 
use 7,160 tons of cotton per annum, with a production of 34,270,000 
lineal metres of textiles, the cost: of which is estimated at 4,463,000 
dols., or on an average 130 reis (about 14d.) per metre. 

The lar gest mill is provided with 16 000 spindles and 426 looms. 
It employs 450 hands, consumes 720 tons of raw cotton, and turns 
out 4,800,000 metres of finished cloth at the cost of 288,000 dols. 
. per annum, or 55 reis, equivalent to 0°66d, per metre. There 
_ seems to be great differences between the cost of manufactures by 
different mills, as, for the next biggest mill, with 10,000 spindles 
. and 400 looms, the cost is 133 reis, or 16d. per metre, ‘The con- 
sumption tax is 20 reis per metre of dyed and 10 reis for un- 
bleached. Most of the output is. of the unbleached material. 
Cotton grows well in the State, and atone. time was an important 
article of export, but has been lately neglected for coffee. 
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AGRICULTURE. 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
; from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
anieduaueens the week ended the 27th February, were as 


follow :— 
Wheat... Jus ak seo . Behe 108. 


Barley ... eis ove oe. 228, Ad. 
Oats she sds “BGe; > Sd. 
For further particulars see 2p. 429, 


A statement is published on p. 430, showing the quantities of 
- the various onl iptions of agricultural produce 
aed wesc imported into the United Kingdom during the 
4 nce. week ended the 27th February, 1904, as well 


as of the imports during the corresponding week of 1903. 





BRITISH INDIA. 


The ‘‘ Pioneer Mail” (Allahabad) of the 5th February, announces 
Rate of Bonus that at the half-yearly meeting of the Indian 
rT Tea Cess Committee, held at Calcutta, on the 
ans 29th January, it was resolved to offer a bonus 
at the rate of 9 pies (?d.) per lb. on 5,000,000 lbs. of Indian green 
tea, to be exported by sea, during the season. It was also agreed 
to offer a bonus of 14 annas (14d.) per lb. on 100,000 lbs. of Oolong 
tea of the Formosa type to be manufactured and exported before the 
31st March, 1905. It was further decided to co-operate to the 
extent of Rs. 3,000 with the Indian Tea Association in deputing 
an experienced planter to the Island of Formosa to make: inquiries 
into the methods of tea cultivation and manufacture there. 





AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH-—SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA. 


In the prefatory report on the agricultural and live-stock statistics 
Olive Oil of South Australia for the year ended 31st 
Production March, 1903, it is stated that olive cultivation 
has for many years been carried on in that 

State, the climatic conditions, nature of the soil, and the introduc- 
tion of the best varieties all tending to the success of a highly 
remunerative industry in the production of fruit and oil of the best 
quality. The number of trees returned for the period under review 
is 78,642, against 66,852 in 1901-02, and the quantity of oil 
expressed 12, 422 galls., as against 11,327 galls. 
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- culture. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH-SOUTH 
AUSTRALIA—continued. 


The same report states that vine-growing in South Australia is 
becoming one of the most important industries, 

Viticulture. the production of wine having increased four- 

fold during the past decade. In 1893 there 
were 15,418 acres with 4,206,880 vines in bearing and 4,545,737 
non-producing. In 1903 the area had increased to 21,692 acres, 
the number of productive vines to 10,067,139, and 1, 723, 787 vines 
not in bearing, aggregating neariy 12 000, 000 vines. 

The report “adds that it is evident that the future of the vine 
industry must depend more and more on extraneous demand, 
especially from consumers in Great Britain. The consumption of 
Australian wine in the United Kingdom was in 1860 only 951 galls. ; 
in 1870, 36,147 galls.; in 1880, 55,000 galls.; in 1890, 314,401 galls.; 

and at the close of the century, 822.5 03 galls. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRICA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Commissioner in British Central Africa, report- 





or om ing on the development of certain industries in 
mee the Protectorate. From this dccument the 
Industries. 


following extract is made :— 

“ At the present moment, so far as I can ascertain, some 4,000 
acres of cotton are either planted. or being sown, and it appears 
probable that during the coming year cotton to the value of 
25,0002. will be exported, and should the price of cotton in future 
years keep above 4d. a pound, there is every probability that 
cotton planting will become the staple industry of British Central 
Africa. At the present date, cotton of the quality which has been 
sent home from British Central Africa during the last few months 
is fetching from 6d. to 8d. a pound, and preparations are being 
made by planters and firms in view of these high prices to put 
large areas under cultivation next year. 

‘Owing to the Proclamation published a few months ago by 
Lord Milner, in which British Central Africa produce is admitted 
free of duties into the Transvaal Colony, tobacco grown 
in the Protectorate is now being sent to that Colony, where 
it is expected there will be a crood market. It is also probable 
that there will be a market for British Central Africa maize in the 
Transvaal under these new conditions.” [See also p. 421. | 





BRITISH GUIANA. 


The following table. showing the quantity of sugar exported from 

British Guiana to the United Kingdom, the 
Sugar Exports. United States, and to Canada during each of 
the years ended 3lst March, 1899-1903, in- 
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Agriculture. 





clusive, is compiled from figures published in the report on that 
Colony recently issued by the Colonial Office :— 





—— 














United United 

Year. Kingdom. States. Canada. 

| Tons, Tons. Tons. 

a ee ee 78,605 | 218 
Oe a 68,422 331 
Ee one 76,216 | 1,588 
i aes 85,009 | 7,774 
1902-03 ese ee nee ase ons 16,826 89,895 {| 13,777 


i 








For the period from Ist April to 3rd November, 1903, the 
sugar export to Canada has reached the striking total of 32,683 
tons. 





RUSSIA. 


The Russian Ministry of Finance has recently published an 
interesting description of the Russian silk 

Silk Culture. industry. The yield is not very great, hardly 
exceeding during the last few years 16 tons 

of dried cocoons, representing a value of from 30,000 to 40,000 
roubles. A Moscow mill buys up the greater part of the supply. 
A small part is worked up locally, but the small local factories are 
gradually losing ground in their competition against the hig mills. 
The production of the Caucasus amounted, during the last few 
years, to about 2,539 tons of dried cocoons. Kutais and 
Elizavetpol are the. governments in which sericulture has pro- 
gressed best. In the towns of Nucha and Schuscha there are 
about 50 factories, which consume the whole cocoon supply of the 
eastern part of Transcaucasia. There is, therefore, no export of 
cocoons from this district. Although no reliable statistics are 
available regarding the cocoon production of Central Asia, it is 
estimated at about 2,179 tons, of a value of about 5,000,000 


roubles. 





BRAZIL. 


According to the “ Brazilian Review ” of 9th February, the total 
Rubber Exports °xP0rts of rubber from Paré and Man4os in 
xP 1903 amounted to 31,095 tons with 1,280 tons 
in 1908. in stock on 3lst December. Of this, 15,033 
tons went to Europe and 16,062 tons to the United States, 16,493 
tons coming from Manos, 12,561 from Para, and 2,041 tons from 


Iquitos (Peru). 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 25th February, 1904, 

Cotton Statistics. was 71,280 and the number imported during 
the 8 weeks ended the 25th February was 

708,677. As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended 

the 25th February, 1904, 6,466 bales, and for the 8 weeks, 

110,986. 

For further details see p, 429. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have passed 


are ee the examination provided for in the 11th 
<5, Wenig Section of the Weights and Measures Act, 


Voom ane 1889 :—James Carter, Westmoreland ; Walter 
Reid Clark, Northumberland : : Noah Dawson, 
Lancashire ; Arthur Gleave, Lancaster Borough; John Hallimond, 
South Shields; Walter Hanson, Doncaster; Harry Kitson, 
Clitheroe ; Walter Lindley Newton, Batley ; Duncan Macmillan, 
Renfrew Burgh; Patrick O’Neill, Northumberland ; Charles Elijah 
Place, Warrington ; William Aldridge Radford, Brighton ; Robert 
Turner, Lancashire; Alfred. Ernest Watson; Sheffield; Harry 
Fretwell Wilkinson, Yorks West Riding. 





BRITISH INDIA—BURMA. 


In its issue of 6th February, ‘‘ Indian Engineering ” calls atten- 
tion to the fact that the Forest Department at 
Rangoon are working a tanning factory, which 
may be the means of introducing a new 
industry into the province of Burma, whose forests and coasts 
supply tanning material in abundance. 


New Industry : 
Tanning. 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of a Proclamation (No. 9 

New Parcel Post of 1904), which was issued by the Governor on 

Rerulations the 27th January last, stating that the follow- 

ing Regulations, made under eection 4 of the 

Post Office Act, No. 4 of 1882, would be brought into force in 
Cape Colony on Ist February, 1904. 

‘‘ All enquiries as to the safe delivery of any parcel sent through 
the parcel post from any post office in Cape Colony must be 
accompanied ‘by an enquiry fee of 24d. in Cape Colony postage 
stamps; such enquiry fee will be refunded to the applicant, should 
any delay in delivery be found to be due to the fault of any officer 
or employé of the postal service.” 
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Miscellaneous. 








RUSSIA. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
“ mrade with Ambassador at St. Petersburg, giving details of 
Persia in 1903 Russian trade with Persia during 1903. ° The 

vs adem ‘figures, which are taken from the ‘‘S. Peters- 
burger Zeitung ” of 18th February, are as follows :-— 

Imported from Persia by way of Baku; 1,630,000: pouds (25,873 
tons) of cotton from Astara and Euzeli; 480,000 pouds (7,619 
tons) of building timber, firewood, and coal; 4,700 pouds (75 tons) 
of silk and carpets ; and 7,800 pouds (124 tons) of dried fruit and 
kishmish (raisins). 

Exported to Persia by way of Baku, 1,480,580 pouds (23,501 
tons) of sugar. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY—MEXICO. 


Adverting to the notice published on p. 82 of the “‘ Board of Trade 
Journal ” of 8th October, 1903, a despatch has 


coaenanees been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
Relations , - 
.. Consul at Trieste, reporting that an Austro- 
between Austria- ; one 
A lego American Association for commerce and 
ai a colonisation has just been instituted in the 


capital of Mexico, in order to animate com- 
mercial relations between that country and Austria-Hungary. <A 
similar association will be instituted also in Vienna. A meeting 
was held for that purpose on 8th February last. 





BRAZIL. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Minister at Rio Janeiro, on the subject of the 


E ria for estimated expenditure of the Brazilian Govern- 
wa 1904 , ment during the current year. 


From a summary of the Budget, enclosed 
with Sir H. Dering’s despatch, it appears that provision is made 
for. the construction or extension of various railways, and for 
improvements.of:an important nature in the capital and in other 
parts of Brazil. 

The principal items of interest are summarised below :— 

By Article 17 the Executive is authorised: to construct new 
telegraph lines; to proceed to an enquiry as to the geological! and 
industrial conditions of the deposits of monazite within federal 
jurisdiction, and fix the conditions of working same on lease, con- 
structing the works requisite for extraction of metallic oxides, if 
necessary ; to contract for a steamboat service between Rio 
Grande and Maceié, the amount of the subvention to be deducted 
from that of the Lloyd Brazileiro ; to grant to any steamship lines 
making regular voyages between ports of different States all the 
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Miscellaneous. 


BRAZIL—continued. 


favours enjoyed by the Lloyd Brazileiro excepting its sub- 
vention ;. to construct a harbour at Belem (Paré); to construct 
reservoirs and wells in the drought-stricken States, as also 
railways connecting the drought districts with the coast, and offer 
premiums for reservoirs and wells constructed by private persons ; 
to expend up to 100,000 dols. on purchase of seeds, transport of 
stock for breeding, and to open special credits, if necessary, for 
increase and improvement of the water supply at the capital, and 
for the acquisition of hydrometers ; to expend 50,000 dols. of the 
250,000 authorised as assistance to the Sociedade Nacional de 
Agr ‘icultura for promoting industrial applications of alcohol. 

Article 26 provides for a premium of 50 dols. per ton for vessels 
constructed in the country of more than 100 tons burden: it pro- 
vides for the collection of statistics of coffee, utilising the Servigo 
de Estatistico Commercial for this object, and for a subsidy of 
20,000 dols. to the Centro Commercial de Café with the object of 
organising statistics of this article. 


The following table, showing the quantity and value of the exports 
from Brazil during the first nine months of 
1903, as compared with the corresponding 
period of 1902, is based on official figures 
reproduced in ‘the “Brazilian Review” of 


Exports, First 
Nine Months 
of 1903. 


2nd February :— 
































Exports. 
| Quantity. | Value. 
Articles. | Fi irst Nine Months. First Nine Months. 
3902. 1903. || 1902. 1903. 
| £ 
Coffee we ase Sacks} 9,021,481 | 9,165,833 || 14,073,284 | 12,754,224 
Cavoutechouc ... kilos.| 20,807,518 | 22,645,651 | 5,223,480 6,804,937 
Cotton .. ... 4, | 24,740,576 | 24,302,460 || 922,558 | 1,097,524 
Hides and skins ... ., | 23,256,049 | 24,680,760 || 1,184,463 | 1,436,708 
Tobacco... .+ 94 | 39,859,312 | 21,808,977 || 989,634 888,522 
Cocoa vee wee gg_s|:«24,475.560 | 13,831,941 || 723,007 675,992 
Yerba maté v.53 | 80,098,182 | 20,243,182 || 836,920 537,985 
Other articles | — — | 2,125,193 | 1,764,030 
Total value of merchan-| } | 
—_—. .” et ie _ || 26,078,539 | 25,959,922 
Specie | — — } 25,568 95,776 
i 
Grand total ... —...| en ie 26,104,107 | 26,055,698 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 


Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 8 Weeks ended 25th February, 1904. 



































Week ended 8 Poin ae ended 8 pre ; 
—_—— 25th Feb., | o- | 25th Feb., - 
1604 25th Feb, | “"Yoo4 25th Feb., 
. 1904. 1904. 
| IMPORTS. | EXPORTS, 
| (Bales.) ( Bales.) 
| 
: | No. | No. | No. No. 
American wu. oe ss} 39,228 =| | 564,124 | 3,186 76,713 
Brazilian .. we oe| 3,680 | «= 29,580 || 2 — 2,352 
East Indian... 4. ws} 8,529 «| «= 22,928 || — 2.10 7,180 
Egyptian... on occ! 19,787 115,381 | 2,981 23,844 
Miscellaneous jae | 156 6,719 | 139 897 
Set - wo wi Tau 738,677 | 6,466 110,986 
| | 











Corn Prices. 

Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 27th February, 1904, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant to the Corn 
Returns Act, 1882. 











Average Price. 























Wheat, Barley. Oats. 
| « 4, s. d, & 4, 
Week ended 27th February, 1904 | 27 10 | 22 4 16 3 
} 
Corresponding week in— | 
Mas Fie Olle ee it 8) eR ee ee 
ew ae nll lin RT eS 17 ll 
SP ce Oe: ee wm la BB Bho 9 ae 
Ras a ot Ce me oe OR SD a 16 10 
a “no as wt = “ee 2 oe 2 oj; 17 9 
Oe eee eee ee ee 2 8 | 20 5 
tn .- << — ave ve Ss tig 3s 17 1 





* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 






















































































430 


THE BUAKD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 





[Mar..3, 1904. 











Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into: the United Kingdom in the week ended 
27th February, 1904, together with the quantities imported in the 


corresponding week of the previous year. 





Week ended | Correspond- 





— 27th Feb., | ing week 
| 1904. | in 1903. 
Animals, living :— | 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves ... ” Number. 9,867 8,653 
Sheep and lambs cece eee ee woe 79 9,890 5,284 
Swine eee eee ece see 3 ote — 
. Horses... me wn a” 7 643 563 
resh meat :— | 
ee. ¢ enistijecn -cnii ss Cwts 90,856 78,811 
Mutton ... on é cS vs 53,840 89,310 
oa eee of eee t eee eee ee $93 14,558 17,252 
or preserved meat :— | 
a - ae Se eset ogee’ hime Cwts, | 96,074 | 93,030 
Beef eee eee eee eee ee *3 ' 2,021 | 4,923 
SD 2:gho? aE" aaa CAR, +4 | 16,682 | 19,912 
Pork eee eee eee eee eee 4 839 } 4 998 
Meat, nnenumerated, salted or fresh ... ¢ 13,129 | 17,586 
Meat,preserved otherwise thanbysalting ” 14,121 | 10,929 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Butter eee eee eee eee eee Cwts. j 95,836 | 66,033 
Margarine ... see ace . | 18,977 | 16,506 
Cheese eee eee eee eee eee $9 24,613 | 28,438 
Milk, fresh,in cansordrums ..._... * a 1,008 
cream we ons bee hs , 3 145 
“ condensed ... fai ed ze | 16,445 | 18,603 
» preserved, other kinds . | - 345 | 53 
: gs ooh ode at oan sal = Hundr. 306,830 | 293,247 
oultry and game .... me Lda l alue £ 32,098 — 
Game ... ne wf deb --| © 2,334 15/06 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) viol Cwts, 3,251 5,188 
Lard eee eee eee eee eee et 5 40 675 29,434 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— | 
Wheat... an ois ai - Cwts. 1,422,000 | 1,357,133 
Wheat meal and flour ... lis “ - 282,900 | 343,733 
Barley bee aes hee nen i 748,300 | 400,327 
Oats eee eve eco eee ee ” 421,400 120,709 
Peas a ee Ge al ‘ 48,910 19,048 
Beans — eee eee ees . >>] 26,400 } 8,487 
™ = or Indian corn = 1,478,300 {| 1,068,198 
Tul raw :-— ; 
Apples... _ _ am wa Cwts. 54,896 74,681 
Apricots and peaches ... 7" an - 33 26 
Pananee mt 4 et: oe (op) | 19,935 23,875 
erries ece eee ece ee ees Cwts. — —- 
Currants eee eee ese eee ee 99 eo | “—- 
Gooseberries ° eee ese ee 93 | _ —— 
Grapes eee eee eee ee ee 9 | 105 483 
a jan? oe teak \ :ee > wes . 23,258 | 13,878 
Oranges eee eee eee eee ee 39 194,108 210,073 
a eee soe eee ece me bP 149 j 928 
ums... ”s _ oon ; 21 | 24 
Strawberries woe eee eee ee 7 — oo 
Wmemmmemtes 0 ele 99 2,806 | 1,994 
Hay eee eee see see eee ae Tons, 2,984 2,773 
Straw eee eee eee eee ece eee ” ; 3,130 } 1,122 
Hops eee eee eee eee eee veo) Cwts. | 4.651 1,289 
Venetubles raw : ece ece ece et ” | 16,607 | 12,520 
Onions og ae we Bushele. | 179,880 | 143,806 
Potatoes eee eee eee eee ee Cwts, 235,782 j 28,692 
Mites ese a ol £ 10831 | 10358 
eee eee eee ee u : ~ . 
Vegetables, dried ... 0. tee we Cwts, 9.343 | 1,545 
Preserved by canning - - 8,143 9,651 
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GOVERNMENT: PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1904, have been 
published. T’he accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost in the present instance 
of 84d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Lyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver 
& Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, 
Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the ‘‘ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1902, in two 
volumes, may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 11d. for the first, 
and 5s. for the second volume, at any of the addresses 
enumerated above. ‘This publication, which contains much more 
detailed and exhaustive information than can be given in the 
Monthly Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1898-1902, 
and detailed statements of imports and exports of each article 
(from and to each country), and in the second volume details 
as to customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, 
and articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 


This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 
16th of each month. The following are among the more im- 
portant articles which appeared in the number issued on the 
16th February :—State of the Labour Market in January; 
Kmployment in 1903; Wholesale Prices in 1903; Courts of 
Arbitration in Denmark; Agricultural Hirings in Scotland; 
Recent Conciliation and Arbitration Cases; Glass Making in 
Germany and Austria; Legal Cases. Affecting Labour; Reports on 
Employment in the Principal Industries ;, Labour in the Colonies 
and Abroad, &c., &c. | 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “‘ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 3,122. Trade of Alexandria for 1902. 
Shipping statistics: British United Kingdom improved 


increase, foreign decrease. her position in the more ex- 

Tables of’ imports and ex-  .panding markets, while Ger- 
ports: showing comparative many made headway in others. 
value of imports from, and ex- Details of re-exportation of 
ports to, different countries cigarettes. 


during years 1898 - 1902. 
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Government Publications. 





OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Vommercial, No. 2 (1904). Reports by H.M. Representatives 
Abroad on Bounties other than those on Shipping and Navigation 
paid by the State in the Countries in which they reside. [Cd. 1,946.] 
Price 6d. 

This publication is the outcome of a circular addressed by the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs to H.M. representatives 
abroad, asking for detailed statements of the industries which 
foreign States are anxious to foster. Categorical lists are given 
of various articles admitted free of duty and of articles which enjoy 
a bounty; together with particulars of indirect bounties arising 
from the conditions attaching to ‘‘ temporary admission,” excessive 
drawbacks, preferential railway rates, and the like. 


Papers relating to the proposed adoption of a Metric System of 
Weights and Measures for use within the Empire. [Cd. 1,940.] 
Price 44d. 

This document is the outcome of a Circular addressed by the 
Colonial Secretary to the Governors of British Colonies with the 
view of ascertaining Colonial opinion on the proposed adoption of 
the Metric System. 

An examination of the replies received shows that the system is 
already used in Mauritius and Seychelles. 

The following are favourable to its adoption :— Australia, New 
Zealand, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal, Orange River Colony, 
Southern Rhodesia, Gambia, Northern Nigeria, Gibraltar, British 
Guiana, Trinidad, Leeward Islands, Windward Islands. Also, with 
a reservation that it must also be adopted in the United Kingdom 
or in the Empire generally, Sierra Leone, Southern Nigeria, 
Ceylon, and Falklands. Hong Kong would take common action 
with other Colonies. 

The States of New South Wales, Victoria and Western Aus- 
tralia are also favourable, but, together with South Australia and 
Tasmania, consider that the matter is one for the Commonwealth 
Government. 

Fiji is doubtful, but must follow Australia and New Zealand. 
British New Guinea would go with Australia. Jamaica and 
British Honduras need the adoption of the system in the United 
States of America. The practice of India is important to the 
Straits Settlements, who would be followed by Labuan; and the 
Bechuanaland Protectorate would follow the rest of South Africa. 

St. Helena, Cyprus, Lagos, Weihaiwei, Barbados, and Bahamas 
are on the whole unfavourable. The Gold Coast Colony and the 
State of Queensland are prepared to adopt, bug consider that 
inconvenience would occur. 

Natal cannot consider the matter until some general lines of 
legislation have been agreed upon by His Majesty’s Government. 
No definite answer has been given by Newfoundland, Malta or 
Bermuda. Canada has not yet replied. 
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Government Publications. 





LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 


which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
lst January, 1904, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 

The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 








} 














No. Place. Price|| No. Place, | Price 
EUROPE — Italy : 
Belgium : 3120 | Italy: Finances ...1903} 13d. 
3116 | Belgium: Finances and 3118 | South Italy  « PRe 
Commerce in 1902 and 
Budget Estimates for 1904! 2d, 
Russia : 
Denmark: 3115 | Rostov-on-Don ...1902) 13d. 
3113 | Denmark (Supplemen- 
tary) ... ---1902| 4d. 
3119 | Denmark (Financial AFRICA— 
condition) 1}d.!| 3122 | Alexandria .-- 1902) 2d. 
France and French Colonies: 
3117 | Indo-China ... 1902! 1d. AMERICA, NORTH— 
Mexico: 
German Empire and Colonies : 3112 | Mexico... »+1902) 23d. 
601 | Technical Instruction in 
Germany : Special Schools 
and Courses for Mechan- AMERICA, SOUTH— 
ical Engineering and\ Colombia : 
Electro-Technics ... ...| 43d.|| 3114 | Colombia 23d. 





| 























1904, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. 


to 


Treaty Series. 
The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since Ist January, 


EUROPE— 


narcels 


AMERICA, NORTH— 





Denmark : 


Italy : 


Agreement between the Post Office of the United Kingdom 
and the Post Office of Denmark for the exchange of postal 


Agreement between the United Kingdom and Italy pro- 
viding for the settlement by arbitration of certain classes | 
of questions which may arise ... 


United States of America: 

Convention between the United States and Hong Kong for 
the establishment of a parcel post service ... . ace | 
Convention respecting Payment of Light and Harbour Dues | 
by vessels of the United States in Zanzibar... 


Pay 


Pr 


ice. 


| 
| 
| 


3d. 


hd. 





COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 

The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued 
since lst January, 1904, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 





British Guiana 





Place. 





Price. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH 


OF THE 
BOARD OF TRADE. 


—— + 


i 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of ‘Trade was established in 1899, in consequence of a report by a Depart 
mental Committee, with a view to meet the constantly increasing demand ~ 


for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, so far as it — 


can be met by Government action. It is intended to be a centre at which ” 
information on all subjects of commercial interest shall be collected and 
focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, it is the duty 
of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford information in 
reply to all enquiries on commercial matters which may be addressed to 
it, whether written or verbal. 

The office is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, 8.W., and (subject to the Comptroller-General of the Commercial, 
Statistical, and Labour Departments of the Board of Trade) is under the © 
direction of Mr. T. Worthington. The Intelligence Branch endeavours, 
on application being made to it either personally or by letter, to supply 
information with regard to the following subjects, viz. :—Commercial 
Statistics: Matters relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs, Excise and 
‘Consumption ”’ Duties: Port, Harbour, and Tonnage Dues, and other 
Charges on Shipping: Customs Regulations: Consular Fees: Forms of 
Certificates of Origin: Regulations concerning Commercial Travellers: 
Trading Licences: Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender: 
Foreign and Colonial Bounties: Lists of firms abroad engaged in 
particular lines of business in different localities, &c., &c. 

In consequence of the transfer of the Imperial Institute to the Board 
of Trade from the beginning of last year, the work formerly carried on by 
the Commercial Intelligence Offices of the Imperial Institute is now con- 
ducted by the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, — 
Pending the transfer of the headquarters of this Branch from Westminster 
to the City, verbal enquiries may be addressed to the Branch through the 
Temporary Enquiry Office at 49, Eastcheap, E.C. 

The Commercial Intelligence Branch is also in communication with 
the Imperial Institute at South Kensington, of which Professor Wyndham 
Dunstan, F.R.S., has been appointed director by the Board of Trade. 
Among the branches of work in charge of Professor Dunstan are the 
scientific investigation of the economic products of the British Empire 
with a view to their commercial utilisation, and the superintendence ot 
the arrangement and classification of the Collections of these products 
which are exhibited at the Institute. From time to time samples and 
specimens of raw and manufactured products will be shown in the sample 
room at the City Branch. : : 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence Branch and 
intended for general information is conveyed to the public. The 
“ Journal” is now issued weekly at the price of ld. Supplements to the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” are issued’ quarterly, under the title of the 
“Imperial Institute Bulletin,” containing information and reports bear- 
ing on the work carried out in the Imperial Institute at South Kensington. 

CommerctaL DepartMENT, Boarp or TRADE. 

January, 1904. 








